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AN ADDRESS. 



My Pahishioners and Friends, 

The Roman Catholics, as yon know, soon after I had com- 
pleted the building of St. Paul's Church in the Parish, erected, 
directly facing to ii, a sacred Edifice of considerable magnitude, 
for the woi^p of the few in their communion then resident in 
the Town. Ilieir number, chiefly limited to foreigners engaged 
in the lace tmde, and to sonre few Irish and others, has never 
been, as I understand, such as to need more accommodation 
than they, already possess ; yet have they, to rival the efforts 
lately put forth: by onr body, in the erection of a second 
District Church in the Parish, determined upon the building, 
not ofasindlttrBdificeto compete with this newly«-eonsecrated 
Church ; but of a Structure which is to exceed, at least in 
ita interim axteo, although hardly in external dimensions, the 
noble fabric of -the Mothet Chnrch— St. Mary^s itself! The 
question has again and again been asked of me; and, in all 
probability, you yourselves are desirous of repeating it, — ^' What 
is the object on the part of the Roman Catholics in erecting a 
second place of worship while their present edifice, it appears, is 
more than sufficient for their numbers : or, if not suffiei^t^ why 
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a building of so yast an extent as that which is now rising from 
the ground before us V As this projected fabric is designed to 
occupy a place^ here amongst us^ in the Parish where I have 
ministered in the Mother Church now for nearly a quarter of a 
century, I will endeavour, as a duty I feel called upon to dis- 
charge, to answer this enquiry, with a view not only to satisfy 
that curiosity which, in this case, has very naturally been ex- 
cited ; but to put you upon your guard against the attempts now 
made to allure you from your Church to the adoption of that 
superstition and those errors which, since the Reformation, and 
imtil late years, had obtained little hold upon the inhabitants of 
this part of the kingdom ; and which encouraged by an over- 
strained act of liberality and excessive toleration, (the con- 
sequences of which were never anticipated,) have thrown open 
the portals of the Romish Church to the reception of all whom 
its Priesthood would compel to enter them. 

It is far from my intention to give expression to any unkind 
feeling towards any who differ from me in religious belief or 
practice. What, therefore, I am about to say to you, has no 
reference to any individuals beyond what relates to the general 
practices and peculiar doctrines of the Romish Church ; practices 
and doctrines which I repudiate simply on the ground that they 
have no foundation in the revealed word of God ; and as such, 
are erroneous and superstitious.'*' I would not be misunderstood 
— I am the advocate for the fullest extent of rational toleration 

* I must here ixudstf that this Address is not levelled against any individual, 
much less against the respectable Roman Catholic Priest stationed in this 
Town, whose character for mildness of manner, and charitable activity is 
admitted by all. It is not, therefore, against any individual, but solely against 
the system which that individual feels it his duty to support, that my obser- 
vations are made, in thus offering a caution to my parishioners against what 
I most consdentioQsly holdi and they, also now as consdentioTiBly believe, 
to be erroneouf. 
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in matters of religion-r-of a toleration which yields to an un- 
feigned conviction t)f the truth rationally and conscientiously 
deduced from Scripture : but then the reason and the conscience 
exercised must be, with respect to the one> (the reason) such as 
is approved of by the general consent of men ; and with respect 
to the other, (the conscience) such as is beheved to be most 
agreeable to the will of God — ^in other words. Scripture as in- 
terpreted by the soundest minds, and its truth as held by the 
purest hearts. It is of so much consequence to society here, and 
to yourselves hereafter, that your consciences should be correctly 
exercised, that I will give you the prudent and wise caution of 
a late eminent Prelate, and of another able Divine, against the 
sin of setting up a false plea of it. 

'' There is no tin in separating fron^ an Established Church, 
where the plea of conscience can be urged. But since in every 
society, whether civil or religious, divisions among its members 
are always injurious, and may be ultimately fatal, the authors of 
such divisions are responsible for the consequences when created 
mthout necessity. They are not indeed responsible to man, who 
is unable to penetrate into motives : but they are responsible to 
God, who searches all hearts ; who knows whether the plea of 
conscience operates or not; and if it does not operate, will 
punish the sin of schism. For, as, on the one hand, no evil 
arising firom the abuse of religious liberty can be compared with 
the evil of a preventive which enslaves the conscience, so, on the 
other hand, when the plea of conscience does not operate, there 
is no inconvenience which an individual can sustain from con- 
tinued communion with an Established Church, to be compared 
with the evils arising from secession.'"** 

"The mere pretence of conscience," says Dr. Sherlock, "is 
not a sufficient justification of any action, unless we can produce 

* Bishop Marsh's Comp. View of the Churches of £. and R. p. 194. 
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a divine law as tlie rule of our conseieQce. It is not conscience 
when we mean no more by it than our private judgment and 
opinion of things, but the law of God which is the rule of our 
actions. There have never been worse things done, than have 
been done out of a pretence of conscience ; and he must be a 
very uncharitable man who believes that there never was a 
conscientious Pagan, Papist, or Mahomedan. And if to act 
according to our consciences, that is, according to our b^ief and 
persuasion be sufficient to acquit us at God's tribunal, this must 
necessarily make all reli^ons indifferent; for then an honest 
Pagan, Papist, or Turk, who lives according to his own persuasion, 
is as acceptable to God as the most hearty and sincere Protestant, 
— then the Jews were very godly and devout men, when in zeal 
for their law, they crucified Christ, and persecuted his Apostles, 
as believing that they did God service. And therefore we must 
not content ourselves with acting according to our belief, but we 
must be careful to believe aright ; for if we follow the guidance 
of a blind and ignorant conscience, we shaU wander and go astray, 
to the infinite danger of our souls.'** 

My intention — I repeat it — ^is to condemn neither Romanist 
nor Dissenter on the ground of their holding opinions of religion 
different from my own ; but, upon the present occasion I feel 
called upon not merely to exercise the right, but the duty, of 
standing forth and opposing by argument and reasoning, an 
attempt to enter upon the field of my ministration, in order to 
draw away the flock authoritatively consigned to my care, — of 
acting upon the defensive when I perceive the means that are to 
be exerted in alluring you from the communion of our Church 
to another, which, in my firm beHef, would lead you fr(Hn truth 
into error — ^from purity of devotion into superstition. In at- 
tempting this I am not an assailant — not one desirous of entering 

* Rule of Conscience. !• iH. 1. 
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into the Ikts of controyersy — nor will I be induced to engn^ in 
it. I will simply endeavour to discharge my duty, in this 
instance, as a ''watchman" Calling upon you, in time, to be 
upon your guard against the designs of those who are preparing 
to draw you from the spiritual allegiiuice you bear to your 
National Church, to a fore^ one — ^from the enjoyment of the 
glorious hberty of the one, to the slavery and chants o£ the 
other. I sluill make no pretaision to throw the glare of novelty 
m what I am about to say — ^the subject is not capable of receiv- 
ing it; for the superstition and errors of Romanism have 
engaged the pens and occupied the minds of Divines so con- 
tinually for the last three centuries, that nothing new can be 
added in the exposure of them. My present object, therefore^ 
will be to lay before you, in as conspicuous a manner as I am 
able, solid and substantial proofs that the leading {nractices, and 
many important doctrines of the Romish Church are unscriptu- 
ral, — ^that they are based upon a false foundation, and therefore, 
that they are corrupt and dangerous. 

I. I will, then, in the first place explain to you the real though 
unavowed object which the Romanists have in view in erecting 
this immense edifice, and numerous other places of worship in 
the kingdom, even where there aJre no congregations, or not more 
than a few to frequent them. 

II. Next, I will endeavour to satisfy you that the objections 
which are so commonly urged by the Romanists against oux 
Church in the comparison with their own, are entirdiy ground- 
less. 

III. Lastly, that many of the practices and doctrines of the 
Romish Church are superstitious and corrupt^ being not oi^y 
unsanctionedby, but in direct contradiction to the revealed Word 
of God. 

First, then, with respect to the object in reaving this large 
atmetnre here in particnlar, and of others in the rarious districts 
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of the kingdom in general^ from no ostensible want of the people 
for them. 

The activity of the Roman Catholics since the passing of the 
Emancipation Bill, in 1829, has, by the removal of that barrier, 
excited them to make vigourous efforts to restore the long lost 
influence of their Church in England. For this end they have 
not scrupled to exert every means within their power. They 
have eagerly caught at the aid which the pretended or real 
grievances of Dissenters afforded, of combining with them in their 
warfare against the Established Church ; not that their sympathy 
or feelings lead them to participate in the principles or practices 
of the Dissenters ; (for all the several Protestant sectaries are 
even more opposed to them in these respects than ourselves,) 
but because by joining ** The Denominations" in their complaints 
and opposition, they are better able to work, as they hope, the 
downfall of the Establishment ; and they know that if that 
object be once attained, Rome would rise again upon the ashes 
of our Church, while the Dissenters would be got rid of with little 
comparative trouble or concern — ^in other words, the great 
obstacle being once removed, the rest would follow as a necessary 
consequence. 

The tide of Dissent, which of late years has been flowing in 
upon us so rapidly, begins to ebb. What were caUed grievances 
have been removed, and the greatest of them now remaining is 
found by the sectarists to be, that they have no more to urge. 
In this posture of affairs, and with a current running strongly 
in favour of the Church of England, the Romanists are de- 
termined, with such an accession of power as they have lately 
gained from Government, and their combination with tlie 
Dissenters, to make every effort to check its influence and to 
oppose its progress. They are the more resolved to redouble 
their efforts, because they And that the cause of Rome, in all 
probability, is to be determined and fought in the battle-field of 
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this Country :— yes, that the future power, the influence, and 
the very existence of the Papacy may be, either preserred or 
extinguished by the Protestant Church of England. In truth, 
the great experiment is now in progress, whether the assumption 
of infalhbility united to the claim of supremacy, and the retention 
of unpnmitive, unapostohcal, yet, long-defended errors can co- 
exist with deliberate senates, and well disciplined Episcopal 
Churches with the Scriptures interwoven with their services : — 
yes; "in all probability, England, whatever may be its errors, 
if indeed it has committed any, either in its government at home, 
or in the management of its external relations abroad, may possi- 
bly be the chief of the favoured and honoured instruments 
by the Mighty Buler of the world, to accomplish some part of 
his great design to over-rule all modem, as he has done, all 
ancient,, changes for the benefit of the human race. I cannot 
but believe that our insular situation — our commercial greatness 
—our ceaseless activity— our superior religious civilization, with 
our general benevolence and desire to do good, will be over-ruled 
to the benefit of the world, and that England is destined to be 
the Canaan of the modem world. Nations are not made great 
for themselves alone. Our name is now known in all regions. 
Our language is more extensively spoken than any other. Our 
authorised version of the Bible is a classical book at home and 
abroad. All who study our noble language, study the version 
of the Scriptures which the habits of centuries have now inter- 
woven with our common conversation. Our commerce extends 
civilization ; civilization extends religion. The leaven is leaven- 
ing the lump. Japhet dwells in the tents of Shem ; so that our 
literature is cultivated and our faith is known among the 
Brahmins of India, the metaphysicians of Persia, and the solemn 
barbarians of China. America is English in attachment to the 
same language, and the same Bible. The Pacific is brightened 
by the same holy light. A new spjudt is gone forth -, and though 
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the uiuted efforts of scornful infidelity, or the remaining devoted- 
ness to that detestable authority which reproyes the universal 
knowledge or perusal of the Scriptures^ will still present, for 
many years, innumerable obstacles to the sacred cause of im- 
provement, the civilization, the religion, and the hberty of man- 
kind ; yet the day must come when ^ every mountain shall be 
made low,' and every impedimemt removed/** 

This, it is, that urges the Roman CathoUcs to rear their 
towers against the populous towns of die kingdom, and to 
garrison them with tried and skilful men, that, by reiterated 
attacks against the Established Citadel, they may ultimately 
bring it to the ground. Titular Bishops and their Sta£& are 
newly appointed to such places, and among the rest, Nottingham 
and its neighbourhood of more than one hundred thousand 
souls is not to be overlooked. It is true that here, the National 
Church, until of late years, for want of extension, has been so 
smothered by sectarianism, or irrel^ton, that its energies have 
been crippled. From the time of the first Charles, Dissent and 
religious indifference have prevailed in this town, and if one 
half of its inhabitants wore characterised by entertaining any 
notions of rehgion, the greater proportion of the remainder were 
ranked in the motley companies of the sects. Churchmen^ 
however, are awakening firom their slumber, and under the 
guidance and infiuence of the Clergy, are carrying out the 
principles of their Church by the multiplication of places of 
worship, and by drawing together and combining to uphold 
them, and by a detenmnation to maintain Catholic doctrines, 
and with them, the sound rational practices to which they lead.f 

Townsend's "Pre&ice to the life of John Foze. 
t B J " CdtioUc Doetrmet^* are meant those of the true and universal 
Church of Cl^t — ^which is '^ one Body and one Spirit'^ — the Christian 
Church, comprehending the orthodox Eastern and Western Churche8,-*in 
short, all Churches of the world undw their legitimate Bishops. 
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All this is seen and well understood by the Romanists, and they 
are fiilly aware that if they can push forward the Dissenters to 
continue their attacks upon our Establishment, so as, in time, to 
make a practicable breach in this bulwark ; they are holding 
themselves in readiness to enter and to storm it : and should 
they succeed in taking the Citadel, and in overthrowing the 
besieged, nothing afterwards will remain for them to do, than to 
disband their auxiliaries without ceremony : — ^the fabric of their 
Church being now rebuilt, nothing more is left them but to 
throw down the scaffolding at leisure ! They make war, there- 
fore, against us vigourously, calculating upon this result ; and 
the command given to them is — *' Fight neither with small nor 
great, save only with the King of Israel T' So strong is their 
conviction that the Church of Rome will rise triumphant over 
Protestantism, even in this country where it maintains its 
firmest hold — so bent are they upon carrying on a contest which 
they promise to themselves shall be successful — ^that, drawing 
resources from every quarter, they are building Colleges, 
Churches, and Chapels, through the length and breadth of the 
land, not for the service of their present comparatively few 
communions, but for others much more numerous and extensive^ 
which they fondly conceive will, at no distant time, be brought 
over to them from, what they, call, ** their apostacy." For as 
they reckon every Christian to be of necessity a member of their 
Church (mly^ out of the pale of which, there is no salvation ; 
such of them, as by the free and lawful exercise of their con- 
science and reason, presume to think and act for themselves in 
their adherence to the primitive faith, are esteemed heretics and 
apostates ; and these, every Roman Catholic Priest is bound by 
his oath to condemn and bring to penal punishment : '' With- 
cut dmbt^^ is the language of that oath — " Without dmbt^ I 
receive and confers all thingi which have been delivm^ed, defined, 
and declared by the ioered Cawma and Ecumenical Councils, 
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especially hy the Holy Gouneil of Trent ; and aU tkmgs eonirary 
thereto, and alt heresies of whatever kind which have been eon-' 
denmedy rejected, and anathematized hy the (Roman) Chiitrchy I, 
in like manner condemn, refect, and anathematize" 

To oonyert such apofita<es^ to cenyince ftuchbefetics/and reco- 
Ter %\koh Bchkmatics — in short, to redeem sueb professing Chris- 
tians from the danger and perdition to vhieh they are exposed 
in their (as it is conceiyed) vain and wicked attempts to attaia 
salvation through any other Chureh than the Roman, are these 
supernumerary buildings erected ; and as thdr adherents are 
taught by the Priesthood, that eontcibutions of money towards 
this object may purchase for their bodies here, and for their 
souls hereafter, mitigation of punishment for the sins they have 
committed ; and that such mitigations or indulgences will be 
in proportion to the extent of their bounty, a Treasuiy, invisible 
to all but the Priesthood, is created suffici^it to supply the 
means of erecting these edifices. Such, indeed, were the meana 
employed for rearing that sf^endM Temple which graeea the 
Roman capital .^ lor ^ The money required to finish thi& gor« 
geous bauble,'' says a modem traveller, ** by that Bpeiidt)m& 
bankrupt, Leo the Xth, origxaated; a shameless traffic of indole- 
gencies and various churdl exactioAs, whicb «poke a phda 
language to the grossest mind I and SI. Peter's reached the 
summit of its 8^1endour> when the Chiiveh iM syipbelued zeeei^mk 
the blow itom which it will never recQV«r.^ 

Thus the question, why needless placea- of worship ahonld hst 
built by the Roman Cathohcs, and! dfrom ^hat sources the ea^ 
pense of their section may be supplied^ is answered ; i puooeed^ 
therefore, to the brief oonsideratioQ of the neoLt p^it (rf nog^ 
subject: — 

II. That the objections commoiJy m^ed against our Chiurctt 
by the RonuMista are entirely groundless. 

¥ifBt-*ae to the asswned siqperionty of the (^usd^ o£ Bo]|i% 
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over all other Churches, and the aupremacy of the Pope above 
all other Biahops. 

This auperioritj cannot ariae from their'a being the firat 
Chriatian Church founded by the Apoatlea^ becaiuse*St* Peter» 
mth his 3000 converts, kid the foundation of the first yisible 
Church at Jerusalem, by his (the first Christian) sermon that 
was ever delivered, on the day on which he and his brother 
Apostles received the gifts of the Holy Ghost, (Acts ii, 14.) Yet 
the oath of the Romish Priest and the Creed of his Church run 
thus t-^** J acknowledge the Holy CathoHe and Apostolical 
Church of Rome to he the Mother y and Mistress v/all Churches; 
and I pronme ami swear true obedience to the Roman Pontiff^ 
successor of the Prince qf the Jpostles, St. Peter :" — Now, the 
Church of Rome could not be the '' Mother of all Churches,'' 
because before it existed^ the Churches (^ Jerusalem^ Ephesus^ 
Thessalonica, Antioch, and others had been established. The 
Church of Jerusalem, not that of Rome, was the Mother of all ; 
a Church which underwent persecution before Uie foundation of 
that at Rome, and which (A.D. 381) the Council of Constanti- 
nople so denominated in these words i-^'* We acknowledge the 
moat venerable Cyril, most beloved of God* to be the Bishop of 
the Church of Jerusalem, whioh is the Mother q/^aU Churches r 
<Conc« ii. 966.) We knowi for a certainty».that St. Pet^ 
founded this primitive Churdi at Jerusftlemi aa it had been de- 
dared by Christ that he should ; and he founded it in hia own 
person, and in company with the Apostles, but of whom^ al^ 
thou^ he may have been i^eforemoH^ there is no proof that he 
had any supremacy over them. Nor was the Church of Rome 
even so much as founded by Bt. Peter, but rather by St. Paul, 
who, when he addressed his Epistle to the Romans, made no 
salutation to, nor any mention whatever of St. Peter, but de- 
clared, in the address to that Church, that he did ** not build 
upon another man's foundation."— 8t. Paul* we know, was at 
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Rome, and dwelt there for two years, preaching the Kingdom of 
God, but we have no intimation that St. Peter ever was there. 
How then, the Roman Pontiff should be the successor of St. 
Peter, whfn it cannot be proved that St. Peter ever was at Rome, 
and all the inferences from history lead to an opposite conclu- 
sion : — why St. Peter should be called " the Prince of the 
Apostles," when his divine master repressed all contention for 
superiority among his Apostles, and left all of them with equal 
endowments ; and when St. Paul afterwiurds, in proof of this 
equality, declared, " that he was not a whit behind the chiefest 
of the Apostles," intimating, that if there had been a primacy 
amongst them, his claim to it was as strong as any others : — and 
when, again, he has shewn that while St. Paul was the Apostle 
of the Gentiles, St, Peter was the Apostle of the Jews : — ^why, in 
the face of all this, the Roman Pontiff should claim to be 
Christ's Vicegerent, in preference to all other Bishops, nay, more 
than this, — that he should allow himself, without remonstrance, 
to be ranked as a Divinity upon earth: — all this I think must 
surpass your comprehensions, as it unquestionably does mine, to 
conceive.* If the Ron^anists actually believe this, such belief 
must arise, not from conviction of truth, but by virtue of their 
promise *' to receive mthout doubts all things which have been 
delivered, defined, and declared by the sacred Canons and Ecu- 
menical Councils, and specially by the Holy Council of Trent** 
In simple truth, therefore, the Pope is the successor of the first 
Bishop of Rome ; not the successor of St. Peter, who was the 
Bock on which the primitive Church, the Church of Jerusalem^ 

* The Lateran Council under Leo, saith, that the Pope is to be adored of 
all the people, because he is most like to God. 

Stapleton (in Prsefat ad Greog. in precep. doctrinal,) calls him Svpremutn 
in terria NumeUf others have as profanely called him a Divinity,— i>ommti« 
DeuB nosier. 

See R. Seldon'g motives for renouncing Popery, A.D. 1612, p. 5i* 
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was built ; and even had he been the successor of St. Peter, as 
Bishop of Borne, that circumstance would not necessarily ha.« 
capacitated or qualified him to become the successor of the 
Apostle's inspiration and endowments, any more than, — ^nay, not 
so much as, other Bishops who indisputably succeeded to the 
qffice of St. Paul in Churches really founded by him personally, 
were inheritors of his prsetematural gifts : indeed this supremacy 
of the Pope was never publickly asserted before the thirteenth 
century, and therefore cannot be an apostolical doctrine. It is 
evident, therefore, that the superiority of the Church of Rome 
above all the other Christian Churches, and the supremacy of 
the Pope above all other Christian Bishops in their own juris- 
dictions, are bare and groundless assumptions. 

The next popular objection which the Romanists reiterate 
against our Church is, that " it had no existence before the time 
of Luther." You will- be able to judge for yourselves, upon a 
very slight examination, as to the truth of this assertion. No 
one will deny that the antiquity of our Church is very remote, 
and I am prepared to shew you that even in its present form, it 
existed before the Romish Church in itB present form. 

Theodoret attributes the foundation of the British Church to 
St. Paul, who is thought to have visited this island, the extre- 
mity of the then known world, from Gaul or Spain. However 
this might be, it is certain that it was recognized by all Churches 
as a portion of the Christian community in the second century. 
In the year 314 the Bishops of York, London, and Lincoln, sat 
as representatives of the Anglican Church in the Synod of 
Aries, convened by the Emperor Constantine. " The Church 
of Canterbury/' says Mr. Palmer, ** has continued a Christian 
society, in unbroken succession, for more than twelve centuries : 
that at Armagh has existed for fourteen centuries — those of 
Menevia and others in Wales for, ai least, the same time; and all 
these Churches were derived from spiritual descent and fraternal 
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Msomtion^ trom the still more ancient and apoBtolical Churches 
of Britain^ Gaul, and Rome."* 

Our Chnich, indeed, catholic before her connexion with the 
Boman, threw off her corruptions, and reclaimed her former 
independence as a branch of the Holy Catholic Church of 
Christ, of which she has ever been acknowledged a part. We, 
in Nottingham, my Friends, hare been told much of that exclu- 
eiye unity of the Church of Bopie which has been insisted upon 
by the learned Dr. Wiseman, in the lectures which he has been 
delivering during his recent visit to this town. Like other Ro- 
mish Theologians of the day, he too, it is said, has boasted of 
the unity of faith, and the sole exclusive authority of his Church 
to decide all matters of religious controversy, and its freedom 
from heresy, in accordance with the assertion of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Dr. Milner, that '* the Church (Roman) never changes 
her doctrines, nor suffers any person tn her communion to 
change, or to question any part of it /"f The boast might be a 
fair one if it were true ; but the tsud is, that no branch of the 
Catholic Church has been more divided in points of faith, or 
more troubled, or exposed to greater perils in consequence of it, 
than the Roman during the last 200 years. The division between 
the Jansenists and the Jesuists, that commenced in the seven*- 
teenth century prevails to this day ; and to the present day also 
exists the violent schism between the new and the old Galilean 
Bishops, the one appointed to, and the other ejected from^ the 
Episcopal office by Pope Pius the Tilth, who, at the desare o£ 
Buonaparte, extinguished 159 Bishopricks, and created 60 new 
ones. Beside all this, " the existence of inftdelittf tni indiff^etenee 
which threaten to swallow up the faith of its members, are suf- 
ficient proofs that unity of faith is, in a lamentably small degree, 

^ Trcitiso on tho Church, vol. 1, p. 217. 
t BM el OoflHoverty, p. 147. 
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a characteristic of the Roman Churchy and that her own chii* 
dren do not acknowledge her infaUlhility, nor her authority. 
The introduction of Schismatics to her conunumon in the persona 
of the constitutional Bishops^ proves that there is no perfect unity 
of discipline; and the Ytrj papal authority, which is represented 
as so efficacioua a principle of unity, ia systematically and 
violently assailed hy members of the IU)man Church."* This, 
our Boman See of the most blessed Peter^ in which Christ laid 
the foundation of his Church,*' says Gregory XVIth, " is most 
grievously assailed ; and the bonds of unityi are daily more and 
more weakened and broken." This admission of the Pope, and 
his publication of it in his BuU, su£Sciently prove the fallacy of 
the boast of the std-disant Bishop of Melipotamus. I repeat it, 
that our Church haa ever retained ita visible connection with the 
Universal Church, and th^t it only" threw off her connexion with 
Some„ because Rome had infected hex wi& her own errors and 
superstitiona. At the Reformation, bsought abjout by Archbishop 
Cranmer, and other holy v^n*. the. Apostolical and Cathohc doc- 
trines were separated from papistical eorruptions* Ia the same 
granary the wheat was wiuMwed £com the chaff-^and the same 
Apostolical and CatiioliG doetrinea which wei^e aeknowledged in 
primtive times^ aa deduced &om the written word of God were 
i;evived« aod ace now held m all thek purit;^ by the; Church o£ 
"RjMHiawli. 

On the other baadfr tibe Ghureh of. Boi»e, ahnoat at thiis^ very 
peri^dst revised ita doctwes,, a^d witifci the CoNneil of Trent sent 
{ortb a r^mwed^ but mot a rrfjormed code of fidth and practice.. 
The Roman Catholic Br. Boyle deolared upon oath before the 
Committee (tf the House of Lorda (1825), ^' that the? most ap-^ 
piroved and w^thentie suTamaiq^ oS the Creed of the Roman Ca- 
tholiiQ Church, waa ta bja foud in the d^iieea of the Cauacil of 

U T M I f W I W" < ■ "■»■ * .■■■ p. .^ I ll iii B u I ■(■■ ■■ ■I m ..-Pill w m ^fm^i^^Knm» 

* Palmer's Treatise on the Chwobf vol. 1, p. 291. 
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Trent, and in the profession of Faith of Pope Pius IVth, and in 
the Catechism of the Council of Trent." ** Instead, therefore," 
observes Mr, Canon Townsend, "instead of the Roman being the 
most ancient of Churches, the adoption of this Creed makes it 
to be the newest and the latest. The opinions and doctrines 
which the twelve articles of that Creed submit to us, as a con- 
densed profession of faith, had hitherto been open, and merely 
controverted questions among Christians. Certain Councils had 
decided at various times, that these doctrines should be received 
by Christians as the doctrines of the Church ; and Canons and 
Ecclesiastical laws were enacted to enforce the decisions of 
Councils. The punishments which these Canons decreed upon 
the Christians who were unwilling to submit to them, were exile^ 
deposition, imprisonment, or the stake ; but these several modes 
of punishment were uniformly unable to prevent many, in all 
ages of this period, and in all countries, from dissenting from the 
decisions of these Councils. The Council of Trent, however, 
enabled the Bishop of Rome to submit to the world all those con- 
troverted decisions in the form of this Creed, and to enact that the 
principal disputed propositions which had divided the Churches, 
should be received as Articles of Faith. Now a Church is not 
completely formed, whatever be its discipline, or its controver- 
sies, until its Creed is defined and known. The Creed of the 
Church of Borne was not fully defined, and could not, therefore, 
certainly be known, (if the Articles of the Creed of Pope Pius 
constitute its faith), until the year when the Creed was pub- 
lished ; because the Articles which it declared to be the faith of 
the Christian, had never been previously received, as its faith, 
by the Universal Church. But that Creed was drawn up and 
published as the faith of the Church of Rome, (A.D. 1564) qfier 
the establishment of the faith and doctrine of the Church of 
England, (A.D. 1535) in their present form. The Church of 
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Rome, there/ore, in its present form, is of more recent ariffin, 
than the Church of England in its present form "* 

To relieve the dryness into which the necessity of the discus* 
sion of these points has led me^ permit me to relate an anecdote, 
which, though perhaps not unfrequently told, has not been nar- 
rated with that accuracy, or point, in which its merit consists* 
when applied to the argument now before us. 

*' About sixty or seventy years ago," says the Rev. Philip 
Skelton in his appeal to Common Sense, written A.D. 17/0, 
*' there was a poor man in Dublin, who earned a scanty subsis- 
tence on a loom, but found time on Sundays to read the Scrip- 
tures, and a few other books of easy digestion. This man^ 
in the shops and streets of the City, entered into frequent con- 
troversies with Jesuits, and other abettors of Popery ; wherein 
he was thought, at least by Protestants, to have generally the 
advantage. After some time, a Jesuit of more 4;han CQmxno9 
eminence gave him a challenge to enter into au argument with 
him in the Tholsel of Dublin, on a day and hour prefixed. A 
vast concourse of .people, and some Bishops assembled on the 
remarkable occasion. The Jesuit aaiked him, — *' where was hi3 
religion before Hany the JBighthf ' The weaver, looking at- 
^ntively st diis oonntenanoe, as if Jbe there obsesved somet^iing 
•extraordinary, .aflked thim,-^*' if be had washed .his face tki^ 
morning?'* and ihad iin affirmative f^iawer. — " WAere^ then," 
'said the weaver, -^ was your face before you washed it ?" Here 
ended the dispute in a very sensible peal of laugi^ter, set up by 
Common Sense. This pocnr man, whose name is lost, as that qf 
the poor man in Eodesiastes, who saved a city by his wise 
oounsel, knew perfectly well, that our Beformers did not.under- 
<tftke, as the Qenevaos did, ttoform a new CAntroh, but te re/onn 
the Chtrch i^EnfftandJ' 

* Avfiue to te life of JplHi:F^¥e» p. 27. 
c 
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The next common objection brought by the Romanists against 
our Church is, that at the Reformation, their Clergy were ex- 
pelled from their benefices, and the Churches, taken from them, 
were converted into Protestant Temples of Worship. 

With respect to the Clergy, History testifies that they, in 
full convocation, freely repudiated Romanism, and acknowledged, 
in all matters Ecclesiastical and Civil (but not spiritual), the So- 
vereign as the supreme temporal Head of the English Church. 
This acknowledgement, made and sent up by them to both 
Houses of the Legislature, was solemnly ratified and confirmed 
by Act of Parliament; and the Church, thus purified and 
reformed, was accepted by the State and the People, and became 
the adopted Church of the Nation, superseding in the British 
Empire, the religion of Rome ; and transferring the Ecclesiasti- 
cal jurisdiction and temporal supremacy from the Pope ; the one 
to the Bishops, and the other, to the Sovereign of the Kingdom. 
The Clergy, therefore, at the Reformation, so far from being 
rejected from their benefices, (with the exception of not more 
than 80 of their whole body,) deliberately turned from popish 
errors and superstitions to the purity of the Catholic faith-'— 
turned from Rome as it is, to Rome as it was, when '^ her faith 
was spoken of throughout the world ;" and henceforth the 
whole nation became Protestant ! A transient change, some 
eighteen years afterwards, was indeed effected by force, under 
Queen Mary, but it was not, as in the former instance, a general, 
but a partial change, — a change which, after causing a copious 
effusion of blood, and a complication of studied cruelties, was, 
four years afterwards, obliterated. The primitive Catholic Faith 
was now re-established upon a basis which has not only stood 
firm ever since, but which promises to continue so, unless God, 
in the dispensation of His wisdom, should ordain that still 
greater proof of its purity should be made, by our Church un- 
tlergoing that further trial which the Romanists so ardently 
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anticipate and desire. The Clergy, I repeat it, solemnly and 
cautiously deliberated upon the restoration of the Catholic Faith, 
and, rejecting the trammels and devices, the rust, and corruption 
with which Rome had enveloped it, they returned to the pure 
and primitive model from which it had been broken, and, retain- 
ing their benefices, became with the whole nation, Protestants !* 
The consequence of aU this was, that the Churciies of the land, 
being the pubhc temples of worship, became Protestant Churches, 
having most of them the same ministers, performing now purer 
rites and purer acts of spiritual ministration. These were the 
property and inheritance of the National Clergy, for the perfonn- 
ance of National Worship ; and such they have ever since con- 
tinued to be. 

" It is usual," observes a learned friend of mine, writing under 
the name of Aristogeiton : — " It is usual with Roman Catholic 
writers to speak exultingly of Cathedral and other Churches, 
which the piety," say they, " of our ancestors has raised, and 
which cannot now be viewed without veneration." It is very 
true that papal superstition once, in a great degree, overspread 
the land, though there were probably at aU times some, who, 

* The present Church of England is the old Catholic Church of England, 
reformed in the reigns of Henry, Edward, and Elizabeth, of certain super- 
stitious errors ; it is the same Church which came down from our British and 
Sazon Ancestors, and as such it possesses its original endowments, which 
were never, as ignorant persons foolishly suppose, taken from one Church 
and given to another. — ^And so regularly, so canonically was the Reforma- 
tion conducted, that even those who thought no Reformation requisite, stUi 
remained, for a time, in the Church ; they did not consider what was done, 
(though they did not approve of it) sufficient to drive them into a schism. 
-It was not till the twelfth year of Elizabeth's reign that, listening to the ex- 
hortations of the Pope, they quitted the Church and formed a new Sect, 
from which the present Romish Dissenters have descended. 

Hook's Serm. Matt, zviii. 17. 
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in their hearts^ strictly adhered to the faith " once delivered to 
the Saints/' unmixed with haser matter. Oar ancestors of one 
era huilt many of the Churches now remaining ; our ancestors 
of a subsequent era purified the religious services in them. Is 
there any thing in these facts to prove the pre-eminent truth of 
the suppressed worship ? If so, the ancestors of the present 
Bomans raised some of the most beautiful Temples in Borne, all 
of which that exist have been applied to Christian worship, as 
practised by the Romish Church; more especially the two beau- 
tiful Temples, that of Antonine and Faustina, and the Pantheon, 
are still perfect, and are now the Churches of St Lorenzo, in Mi« 
randa, and Santa Maria ad Martyres. Is Paganism to be regretted 
because its piety first raised these Structures ? That protestant 
piety has not been remiss in building Churches to the honour 
of Grod, and for the religious instruction of the people the 
present state of the British Empire, and more especially of its 
Metropolis, will attest. But it is folly in Popish writers, almost 
approaching to infatuation, to speak of the piety with ^^hick 
Churches have been built by those of their fai^h. Have they 
forgotten 7 — and if they have, we remember the pbui methods 
by which St. Peter's was built, and the fearful consequences 
which resulted to them and their faith, from the construction of 
that edifice r 

These arguments and ednsideratiions, brief as they ai«^ wiU, I 
conceive, be deemed by you sufficient for the refutatibn of these 
objections so commonly and so pertinaceoiisly urged by the 
Bomanists ; and upon due reflection upon them, I promise my- 
self that you must adknowledge them to be futile and ground- 

iMS. 

We come now to a more important part of otx sulajeet-^ 
the consideration of the purpose to which the spacious Strttettve 
now springing np (and which it may be well imagined| iriA 
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be striking and beautiful)^ will, when completed, be devoted : 
which requires me to shew ; — 

III. — ^That many of the practices and doctrioes of the Romish 
Church are superstitious and corrupt, being not only un- 
sanctioned by, but in direct contradiction to, the revealed word 
of God. 

To catch and please the eye is the first object of the Boman- 
ists, both without and within their sacred edifices ; — to gratify 
the ear, the second. Doubtless, architectural grandeur — perfect 
symmetry — ^pure taste and design in execution, will characterise 
this Fabric. Within it, the same will prevail with richer em* 
belHshment.* You will not fail to see fine proportion — ^gorgeous 
colours— ^eep religious gloom ; nor to hear music in all its 
refinement, as the accompaniment of ceremonies gaudy and at* 
tractive. The outward sense, struck with all this exhibition of 
beauty and melody, will be apt to throw the mind off its guards 
while the soul, wrought upon by the impression thus created, if 
it be not awakened from the mystic charm, will be taken captive. 
All these beauties of architectural sculpture and decoration, 
blended with the richness of solemn music, are well suited as 
auxiliaries to excite devotion ; but if that devotion be not pure in 
its nature, spiritual, and unalloyed with the gross combination 
of trickery and deceit, it is not only of no value, but an abomi- 
nation in the sight of God. ^Then comes home the enquiry of 
the true worshipper. Is there within these decorated walls a 
fountain of living water 7 Is the bread of life there offered to 
the himgvysoul? Alas! upon investigi^oD, I fea«v Iklle of 
thes^ will be found ; b^ the water, such aa it is, impure ; aaid 
the bread unwholesome. You will ask, " What, are not th« 
sacred Scriptures to be read in the Churches every Sabbath- 

* It U said that this Structure will be 200 feet in length, and 75 feet in 
breadth ; having Aisles, Clerestoiy, Tower, and Spire. 
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day ?— Have not the Romanists the Bihle as well as we V My 
Friends, I will leave you to determine these questions for your- 
selves, when I have given you further information respecting the 
Scriptures and the Bible, as they are received and used by the 
Romish Church. 

First then, with respect to the Bible. You know that the 
authorized Version used in all our Churches, and printed by our 
several Societies for general distribution throughout the world, 
was, by the order of King James, translated from the original 
tongues, the Hebrew and the Greek, by forty-eight of the most 
learned Divines that our Universities or our Kingdom could 
produce ; a work, which engaged their talents for the period of 
three years, and was completed in the year 1610. From that 
time to the present day, this Version has maintained its character 
for general fidelity, perspicuity, and excellence. It is received, 
read, and known throughout the whole world. This, then, is our 
*'Bible, translated," you will observe, as it is specially declared, 
*' out of the origtJial tongues :" but what is the Bible used and 
authorized by the Romanists ? One that bears the title *• The 
Holy Bible, translated out of the Latin Vulgate, and dili- 
gently compared with the Originals." This English Translation 
is used by such few of the Romanists alone, who have licence 
£h)m their Priests to read it ; but in their Churches and places 
of public worship, the Bible read, is the Latin Vulgate and none 
other.* Now, the Latin Vulgate was revised for a third time 

* The Greek word (/tcroyoecrc) Matt, iii, 2, used by John the Bap- 
tist, which signifies simply, a change qfthe mind, and translated by us, re- 
pent, is found by the light of Tradition, to mean, * to do penance,' Henoe 
it is so translated in the Romish Testament, which is the English Version 
used by Romanists in this country ; and this translation is accompanied by 
the following note upon the yrord penance ;— " Which word, according to 
the me of the Scriptures and the holy fathers, does not only signify repent- 
ance and amendment of life, but also punishing past sins by fasting, and such 
hke penitential exercises,*^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



25 

by Lucas Brugensis, with the assistance of several divines of 
Louvain, in 1573, and was thence called, " The Louvain Edi- 
tion." With this edition Pope Sixtus IVth was so ill pleased, 
that he ordered a revision of it to be made with the utmost 
care, and he, himself, devoted considerable time and labour in 
correcting the proofs ; he himself, also, superintending the pub- 
lication of it; which was accomplished in 1590. 

Here, then, we have a Bible that ought to supersede every 
other Version of the Holy Scriptures that ever was, or ever can 
be produced ; for we see it was corrected and superintended by 
infaUibility — by the Pope himself I The Pope now declared this 
to be the only true and correct Version of Holy Scripture. The 
infallible Council of Trent decreed — " That in pubHc lessons, 
disputations, preachings, and expositions, this should be ac- 
counted authentic; and that no one should dare or presume to 
reject it, on any pretence whatsoever. * Yet, in spite of this 
strong fence thrown around this Version for its protection, and 
endurance, the succeeding Pope, Clement Vlllth, discovered it 
to be so exceedingly incorrect, that he caused it to be suppress- 
ed ; and he published another still more accurate and authentic, 
in 1592. What think you now of the assumption of the Ro- 
manists, in declaring that their Church can by no possibility err? 
Non potest errare, say they. Indeed, were it not for the conse- 
quences of ridicule and the dissension which follow incon- 
stancy, glad we may suppose, would they be, to have another 
and a third version translated as ours, out of the original Tongues i 
but this might give the shaken infallibility a final overthrow. 
Yet, what, but a false sense of delicacy, prevents the Romanists 
from adopting the nobler and more candid part, of braving the ri- 
dicule and removing the inconsistency, by openly avowing the 
false position in which they are placed by adhering to the as- 
sumption of the divine attribute of infallibility ? 

* Cone, oi Trent, s^s. iv. 
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With respect to the contents of this their Bihle of the Old 
and New Testament, how far does it correspond with onrs? 
As far as the New Testament is concerned, with perhaps hut one 
or two exceptions, we are agreed ; hut with respect to the con- 
tents of the Old Testament, we differ widely ; for while we admit 
the * Apocrypha' to throw considerahle Ught upon the phraseology 
of Scripture, upon the customs of the East, and to contain many 
nohle sentiments and useful precepts, " for example of life and 
instruction of manners ;" yet, as the Jews, to whom were com- 
mitted the oracles (^ Gt)d, rejected it, and no allusion is ever made 
to it in the New Testament, and it was never received as canoni- 
cal until the Council of Trent (1546) — ^we do not admit it 
in proof of any religious doctrine. — Not so the Church of Rome. 
It admits, with the slight exception of the Ist, 3d, and 4th hooks 
of Esdras, and the prayer of Manasses, the w^hole of it as sacred 
and caTumieal, as may he seen hy reference to the IVth session 
of the Council of Trent, and which is not only (here declared to 
be eacred and canonical, but to be received *' with the same piety 
and reverence as any other portion of eaered Scripture P* Nor 
is this all, nor the worst ; for the Romanists go even further than 
this, — ^they hold the traditions of men of equal authority and 
sanctity with the revealed Word of 6od,-*^ye and in some in- 
stances, as superior to it. For, ** that OhurA,** says Bishop 
"Marsh, ** represents the written wx>rd, not merely as requiring 
explanation, which in many places it certainly dbe», but as beii% 
so amhigwma and so perplexed, that in iteelf it is often umntd- 
Ugihle. On the other hand, it contiders the unwritten Word, as 
containing fiiUy and clearly what the written Word contains 
imperfectly and ohecurely. To remedy, therefore, the supposed 
deficiencies of the written Word, it applies the aid of the tm- 
written Word. In this manner is tradition made a rule fcnr the 
mere interpretation of Scripture : and^he imputed embigoity tif 
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the text gives ample scope for the operation of the eommeni. 
Thus is Scripture brought under the tutelage of Tradition : and 
this tutelage is soon converted into a state of vastalage. For 
since the comment claims the same divine origin with the text 
itself, that comment, if supposed to be Jull and clear, in pro- 
portion as the text is supposed imperfect and obscure, has, in 
fact, an authority tuperior to that of the text. Hence Tradi- 
tion, which in theory is made a Rule of Faith only equal to 
Scripture, becomes in practice, a rule of faith paramount to 
Scripture."* 

The Bomaniats maintain that Christ and his Apostles, in 
their teachings, delivered doctrines by word of mouth, which 
were in this manner, also, transmitted from one generation to 
another ; and that as such doctrines proceeded from this divine 
and inspired source, they are to be considered as sacred and 
authentic as if delivered by them in writing : and jhirther, that 
as this oral teaching was earlier than the writing of the New 
Testament, it is at least of equal authority aud sacredness, dif- 
fering only in the channel of communication. All which would 
be unquestionably true, if we were convinced that what is said to 
have been spoken by the inspired persons, were as certain and 
authentic as what we know those inspired persons did commit to 
writing. The shortest address made to a few persons now-a- 
days, and by them repeated to others after only a short interval^ 
will come down with considerable variations as to words, senteu; 
ces, and meaning ; and no sensible person in any serious matter 
would admit th^ report of it without hesitation. What reliance 
then can be placed upon the transmission of a sacred doctrine of 
vital importance through such a channel, running the length of 
one or two hundred or more years ? That our Lord and his 
Apostles delivered such doctrines and teachings, no one can 

* CprnparaUvic vieir, p. 17. 
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deny ; but who amongst the Romanists will venture to declare 
that these were not afterwards committed to writing by the 
Evangelical or Apostolical authors ? — ^not perhaps all and every 
tiling that they orally delivered, but yet all that was requisite to 
be recorded. St. Paul, it is true, in his second Epistle to the 
Thessalonians, charged them "to hold the traditions which they 
had been taught, whether by word or our epistle ;" but at that 
time, it is even doubtful whether St. Matthew's Gospel had been 
written ; certainly not the other three, nor the Acts of the 
Apostles ; nor, at the most, more than six of his Epistles ; so 
that we may be certain all that the Holy Ghost deemed neces- 
sary, whether of what was spoken or what was written, was duly 
and fully recorded for our learning.* God never did, and never 

* It has been contended by the majority of Roman Theologians in modern 
times, that only apart of the revealed will of God is contained in Scripture, 
and that the remainder has been handed down by unwritten Tradition : 
whence they conclude, that it is lawful to require the beKef in certain doc- 
trines as Articles of the Faith, which are not mentioned in Scripture / In 
opposition to this principle, our Church maintains in her Sixth Article, that 
— ** Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation ; so that 
whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be re- 
quired of any man, that it shall be belieyed as an article of Faith, or be 
thought requisite or necessary to Salvation.' ' — In proof of this it may be 
urged, that it is an Article of Faith, even among the Romanists, that Scrip- 
ture is the word of God, and that it was written by His will and authority. 
Scripture, then, was written not casually, or by the momentary impulse of 
the Apostles and Evangelists, however apparently it may have been so, but 
it was really the decree of God which caused it to be written. This should 
be remembered by those who are so rash as to argue from the apparently 
tasual origin of some books of Scripture, that it was not designed to be a 
Standard of Faith. — Now, why did God cause the Scripture to be written ? 
It was evidently for the purpose of preserving an authentic record of his re- 
velation. But, if so, the whole revelation of God must be contained in Scrip- 
ture, because otherwise it would accomplish only partially and imperfectly, 
the end of its creation.**If Triditioh» aloae^ i3 supposed to convey some 
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will leave himself without a witness : this evidence of Himself is 
given us in our canonical Scriptures ; and however much more 
copious the Romanists would desire it to he, that which God in 
his wisdom has judged fit to give. He will make sufficient for His 
purpose. In fact, so uncertain, so unsatisfactory, so vague is 
all oral Tradition, that the Romanists are compelled, at last, to 
fly to a written testimony of what they consider to be the oral 
doctrine ; and they attempt to stop the force of the objection 
against the numerous errors which must arise in the transmission 
of this through successive generations, by saying, that the Holy 
Fathers of the Church, in their desire to preserve entire the 
truth orally delivered, have committed those truths to writing. 
To their writings they look and refer with the same rever- 
ence as to that of the recorded word of the Evangelical or Apos- 
tolica] revelation : and yet, as if to make their reasoning 
apparently the more preposterous in this respect, we find them 
ever referring to the later Fathers, in preference to those of the 
three first centuries ; — always drinking the water as far remote 
from the source as they can, and, in fact, preferring that which 
is turbid and polluted. 

Articles of the Christian Faith, I ask, why does it not convey all ? For, 
surely, it is in the highest degree improbable that doctrines equally neces- 
sary should be left with totally unequal evidence — that some Articles of the 
Faith should be delivered by Scripture as well as by tradition, and others by 
Tradition only. — If tradition alone had been sui&cient for the conveyance of 
Christian doctrines in all ages, it is not to be supposed that Scripture would 
have been written at all, because there is no superfluity in the works of God : 
His means are always adequate to their ends, but they are never expended 
unnecessarily. — Scripture contains some things that are not essentials of Reli- 
gion. How improbable is it, that God should permit such things to be 
introduced into his Word, while He willed that some Articles of the Faith 
should not be found there.'' 

See Palmer's Treatise on the Church, part 3, ch. 1. 
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Let US now consider some of their leading doctrines and prin- 
ciples of practice. You will find that such of them as accord 
with the Catholic Church and primitive helief, are drawn from 
those Scriptures only, which have been always held canoni- 
cat ; and where they differ, they ore drawn from the impure and 
c(mtaminated source of what they call '* divine Tradition." 
Tou will perhaps here ask — " Does our Church reject Tradition ?" 
I distinctly answer : it rejects all and every part of such as is 
called divifie or sacred, or canonical, for there is none such. We 
regard Tradition, or whatever is contained in the writings of the 
ancient Fathers of the Church, especially of the three first centu- 
ries, only as affording the highest historical evidence and proof of 
religious doctrine and discipline in their own times They 
are only uninspired witnesses bearing human testimony, where 
they concur in the system of Scriptural doctrines of the age, or 
in the interpretation of difiicult and obscure passages of Holy 
Writ. As they agree in the formularies of the Catholic Faith» — 
in the articles of the Creeds, and shew that all these are sa- 
cred deductions from Scripture, and in full accordance with un- 
deviating primitive practice, our Church receives their evidence 
as may be seen throughout her Liturgy. As to their parti- 
cular opinions, we consider them as we should those of other 
writers, valuable only so far as such opinions are consonant with 
reason, and the general sense and understanding oi Scriptural 
revelation. But we go no further ; nor would it be wise nor 
prudent to do so, for you shall shortly see how much the 
Church of Eome has erred fi:om its undue deference to their 
private judgment, and from its disinclination to adopt, only, the 
pure word of canonical Scripture, by which, at last, the doctriae 
must stand or fall. 

In this noble building, which is soon to expand its architee- 
tural beauties to your view, will be exhibited a carved Cross, 
with a figure of the person ot the Blessed Redeemer extended 
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upon it — the representation of the sacrifice to God for us, and 
for all the world ; possibly, too, the image of the Virgin Mary, 
and the image of the Saint to whom the Edifice may be dedi- 
cated. These, if placed there, are all to be worshipped; for, says 
the second Nicene Council, A.D. 787, at which the use of images 
and relics in religious worship was first publicly affirmed and 
sanctioned : — " The honour paid to the image passes to its 
prototype ; and he who adores the imaffe, adores it in the person 
it represents." Some of us, my Friends, may chance to know 
that the Romanists profess to have two species of adoration ; 
the one absolute, the other, relative : — the former paid to Qod 
Himself directly ; and the other indirectly through the medium 
of the Saints, or through their images ; but, as this worship 
consists of offering prayer and praise to both God and the Saint, 
and of supplicating graces and favours fi:om them both, I sus- 
pect that you will be as unable as I am, to draw a distinction 
between the spirit and meaning of these two kinds of worship. 
If the image be that of the Virgin Mary, they will adore her 
image with the same worship as they adore the Virgin herself ; 
in like manner, if the image represents the Saviour, they will 
adore the image with the identical worship which they render to 
God incarnate. This practice is thus sanctioned by one of their 
own Bishops, (Naclantus) in his interpretation of their creed. 
" To those who adore not the holy and venerable images, let 
them be anathema! — ^To those who diligently teach not the 
whole Christ-loving people to adore and salute the venerable, 
holy, and precious images of all the Saints, let them be ana- 
thema r 

If this be not gross idolatry, it comes so near to it that the 
learned themselves can make no distinction ; how then shall 
iinedacated persons £edl to fall into it? The Egyptians and 
nations of the East in ancient times, as the Hindoos and Brah- 
miiu of the piesent day, when bowing before their idols, con- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



32 

ceived that they were supplicating the Deity whom such idols 
represent. They all of them used, and all other Heathens con- 
tinue to use, this species of relative worship, and substitute it 
for that which is absolute ; but one and all who observe such 
practices, rob God of his worship, and, if they be Jews or Chris- 
tians, all of them violate an express commandment ; not except- 
ing the Romanists, who, thinking to avoid this breach, expunge 
the testimony of God's written Word against them from their 
Bibles. It is notorious, that whatever may be the practice of 
the more enlightened and less bigoted classes of the Romish per- 
suasion, the ignorant and unreflecting carry their senses, their 
feelings, and devotion, no further than to the image itself. 
Indeed the progress of the mind from the worship of the invisi- 
ble object to the visible object is so easy, whatever may be the 
resemblance to the original, that nothing, not even the strict pro- 
hibition against all tendencies to idolatry can restrain it. Not 
only does the Romish Church encourage this tendency, but by 
its Councils, its Creeds, and its practices, it directly sanctions 
it ; and the rejection of the second Commandment from the 
Decalogue incontestibly proves it. In corroboration of this, I 
may mention, that Richard Sheldon, a Roman Catholic Priest, 
who was converted to the Reformed Church in the year 1600, 
thus writes : — " Although this adoration and worshipping of 
creatures in this sort, be most inexcusable, yet more inexcusable 
is their innovation of pictures (images) and the Crosse itself. I 
doe not heere impute this error, to the learned, who are ac- 
quainted with the figure of Prosqpopeia, taking one person for 
another, and invocating one, in steed of another, but in respect 
of the simple, and ignorant ; for how can they without manifest 
danger of idolatry, understand that invocation of the Crosse it- 
self, (0 Crux ave, &c.) All haile Crosse, the only hope in 
this time of paasion, increase justice to the pious, give pardon 
to the guilty ?" This, indeed, is a common practice, receiving 
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a general sancition without any papal prohibition. — Bat the 
practice of the veneration of what are called " sacred relics/* is 
precisely of the same nature. We cannot at present conceive 
what description of these will be brought to be treasured 
tip in this new EdijSce,-— whether a pot of Manna which fell 
in the wilderness, or a piece of Moses' rod, Sampson's honey- 
comb, Tobit's fish, the Virgin's milk, or one of the two or three 
skulls of a Saint, miraculously multiplied by way of ending the 
disputes of as many Churches which claim each of them the 
possession of such ; and between which there is so much positive 
assertion, that each one is the genuine relic. Or whether, as the 
demand for these wonder-working spells increases with the in- 
creasing nnmber of places of Romish Worship, some manufac- 
tory for making them may not be established, as in the vicinity 
of Loretto and other places, where such a trade is carried on. 
We read in the Acts of the Apostles, that Demetrius and the 
silversmiths of Ephesus had a factory of images of this kind for 
the worship of the Goddess Diana, " which brought no small 
gain to the craftsmen," and who thought the preaching of Paul 
would ^' endanger their craft, and destroy the worship of their 
great Goddess.'' — This holds out a strong warning to the Ro- 
manists to see to their Goddess and their craftsmen, lest their 
worship should be endangered, if not destroyed. We have very 
recently read in the public Journals, of an account of a piece of 
the actual Cross, upon which our Lord offered up his life, being 
given by the Pope to a newly consecrated Church, on the Con- 
tinent, and which was borne in a procession of 400 priests to 
its new and sacred abode ; — and for what purpose ? — ^for mere 
preservation and antiquarian curiosity ? — No : but to be wor- 
shipped with what the Romanists call dovXcia, or relative ado- 
ration. 

I repeat it, that we know of no worship but that which is ad- 
dressed directly to God ; and if his worship be given to another, 
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or be transmitted through an image or a relic, that irorship is 
idolatrous ! But Basil and other writers have taught the B>o* 
manists to conceive, and the Council of Trent has taught them 
to beliere, that '^ the relics of Saints are not only useful as ex- 
citing devotional reminiscences, but are mighty ramparts, ca- 
pable of defending Towns from military assault :" — ^* and that 
they possess such astonishing virtues, that the very touch even 
of the Shrine which contains them» will bring down a blessing ; 
while the touch of the relics themselves is sufficient to accom- 
plish all the desires of those who are admitted to toudti theml'"*^ 

If such virtues as these can be communicated, by the conse- 
cration of relics by the Pope, to pieces of decayed wood, said to 
be portions of the Cross of Christ ; I must express the hope, that 
this Romish Structure, at Nottingham, may possess so valuable 
and curious a fragment ; although the chances of obtaining it 
must be very remote, and very difficult to authenticate, seeing 
that the portions of it already distributed amongst die Bomaa 
Churches are computed to be more than safficie^t for the buildr 
ing of a ship of war! 

Tou perceive, then, that this relative worship, of what are 
called, ** saered relics," (many of which are notbiog more than 
''dead men's bones,'' and other nneleannesses,) is a fiction, s«p«- 
ported by no wazzaat of Scripture reveiatioQ^ but by 'An^tiiifla 
and the Council «f Trent. I thiuk it was Calvin who reoom- 
mended the Bomish Church to publish a Catalogue of its r^liosy 
and the places of their deposit, that the FaithfU might know 
in an emergeney, where to find them, and be able to distiBgaiAli 
between the authentic and fietitious speeim^^fl sp c^nstaiitly ei> 
hibited. It would, indeed, be a matto of great coi«vem#iic^ if 
this ware aecompliihed« 

I have said that the several articles of the ancient Gre^ lype 

* BspU, Thaodoiet, Cluyiostom, QfCf ory, &c, «i quoted liy Fsb«r, Diff. 
of Rom. p. 247. 
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received by both the Romish and English Chnrches, as well 
as the contents of the New Testament ; and hence you may ima- 
gine, that in this proposed Fabric, and in other such places of 
worship, the Priesthood will dwell much and strongly on the 
first Article of our Faith, the Holy and undivided Trinity ; and 
make it the subject of frequent exhortation : but in this opinion 
you will be mistaken, if we may judge from the uniform prac- 
tice in other places ; for it is the Virgin Mary chiefly, who receives 
this veneration due to the Trinity, — veneration and honour due 
to none but the Deity ! She is styled, " The Mother of God." 
" The Queen of Heaven ;" and, for one prayer offered unto God 
and Christ, many will be offered to the Virgin. That holy Virgin 
was, indeed, blessed amongst women, and is ever to be es- 
teemed blessed by all nations ; yet, she was but a creature, — a 
person altogether humauy and as such our Lord spoke of her, in 
his and her own deep agony and distress. St. John took 
charge of her, according to his divine Master's command, and he 
speaks of her afterwards as of other women, calling her *^ Mary, 
the mother of Jesus ;" who, although the mother of the Redeemer 
himself, " yet," as Hooker says, '' she is not loosed from 
original and actual sin, but through the redemption made by 
Him." The Romanists, however, have exalted her, not only to 
the station of '^ a glorioua Qmeen^'' but converted her into a 
Ood(}es8; making her a mediatrix to convey, (not through 
the Saviour's intercessdon, as Holy Scripture teaches, but) 
throng her own advocacy, their prayers to God. In proof of 
this, you may see at the end of the Roman Catechism, this 
prayer, to which no less than three Popes attached indulgences 
to those that used it : — ^' We fly to thy protection, Holy Modier 
of God ; despise not our prayers in our nece»uties, but deliver 
us at all times from all evils, glorious and blessed Vixgin." 

From Cardinal Bona's writings the following is extracted ••^ 
" most sweet Virgin Mary, Mother of God and our Lord Jesus 

E 
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Christ, refiige of tinners and Mother of Mercy, I commit myself 
this day and evermore to thy peculiar protection with most 
humble devotion. Place me near unto thee, and protect me 
from all my enemies, visible and invisible. Say unto my wul — 
I am thy salvation !" 

These prayers to the Virgin, Queen of Heaven, a Goddess, (for 
she is said, by the Romanists, to be Ml of grace, and seated 
in glory above all Angels and Saints,) might be multiplied to a 
great extent from the writings of the Roman Catholics and from 
their Litanies ; all of which are profanely, and, as I conceive, 
blasphemously addressed to a mere Creature, now dead and 
powerless. The same is done, only in a less degree, to the 
Saints; who also, are constantly invoked, and all of whom are 
supposed to be hearers of prayer ; in direct defiance of the 
Psalmist, who says of the Almighty — '^ Thou that hearest pray- 
er, unto Thee shall all flesh come.** (Acts x, 26 — Rev* xix, lO.J 

In the Encyclical Letter of Pope Gregory XVIth, (addressed so 
lately as 1832, to all Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, and 
Bishops), after an invocation to the Virgin, — ** whom we have 
acknowledged as our Patroness and deliverer, and pray propi- 
tiously to assist us while we write, and by her celestial inspira- 
tion to guide us, to such counsel as may be most salutary to the 
Christian Church,'* he addresses the Bishops thus : — ** We will 
earnestly beseech God with humble prayers from the Prince of 
the Apostles, Peter, and horn his co-Apostle St. Paul, that you 
may stand as a wall." And to crown all with a greater degree 
of wonder, we find that Pope Pius Vllth, by his decree of the 
28th of Aprils 1807, granting 300 days of indulgence to all who 
would devoutly use the following invocations, which contain a 
sort of profane parody upon a part of a Litany, addressed to 
the Holy Trinity :— 

^' Jesus, Joseph^ and Mary, I offer you my heart and my 
«oulI 
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*' Jesus, Josepb, and Mary, aasist me in my last agony ! 

" Jesus, Joseph, and Mary, may my soul repose in peace with 
you !"* 

Where, throughout the volume of Holy Scripture, do you read 
of any other Mediator or Intercessor, save one, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, a jealous God, who will not suffer himself to he blas- 
phemed by sharing worship with a defunct human creature ? 

* Dr. Moore in his Travels through Italy, mentions a circumstance which 
proves beyond all doubt, that, at least, the lower class of the Romanists wor- 
ship without any notion of their adoration being transferred to any beyond 
the Virgin herself. " Over the portal of the Church at Loretto is a statue of 
the Virgin ; and above the middle gate is a Latin inscription, importing, that 
within, is the House ef the Mother of God, in which the Word was made 
flesh. The gates of the Church are of bronze, embellished with basso re- 
lievos of admirable workmanship ; the subjects taken partly from the Old, 
and partly from the New Testament, and divided into different compartments. 
As the gates of this Church are shut at noon, the pilgrims who arrive after 
that time, can get no nearer the Santa Casa than these gates, which are, by 
this means, sometimes exposed to the first violence of that holy ardour, 
which was designed for the Chapel itself. All the sculpture upon the Gates, 
which is within reach of the mouths of those zealots, is, in some degree, 
effaced by their kisses. The Murder of Abel, by his brother, is on a level 
with the lips of a person of an ordinary size, when kneeling. Poor Abel has 
always been unfortunate : had he been placed a foot higher or lower on the 
gate, he miglit have remained there in security for ages ; but in the unlucky 
place that the sculptor has put him, his whole body has been almost kissed 
away by the pilgrims, whilst Cain stands, untouched, in his original position, 
frowning and fierce as ever." (Vol. ii, p. 4.) 

A similar circumstance is mentioned by another TrayellMr, speaking of the 
doubtful Statue of St. Peter, in the great Cathedral at Rome : — " A statue 
of Jupiter Capitolinus now figures as the Prince of the Apostles, and has 
performed as many miracles, since his conversion, as he did before. Round 
this Statue may be seen, at all hours, groups of peasants rubbing their fore 
heads against its feet, which bave become bright and polished by . 
perpetual friction." Mwgtm^M Jtaly. 
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And yet, plain as all this is, the Romanists do not consider it as 
erroneous and revolting ; but, without a shadow of the warrant 
from^ revelation, place at once the Virgin and their Saints, the 
one in Heaven, and the others in Paradise. Now, if revelation 
be alone consulted^ it^ shews, that if Paradise be open to such 
as die in the true faith and fear of the Lord, yet no mortal here 
below can pronounce who are admitted, and who excluded from 
it ; and that Heaven, when opened to all true Believers, will only 
be so opened at the day of Judgment. * This deification of the 
Virgin, and canonization of Saints, infer that they ore gifted with 
God's attribute of omniscience, or they could not hear, or be 
sensible to the prayers profanely offered to them, at all times 
from all the various portions of the Globe ; — that they also 
share the attribute of omnipotence, to bestow spiritual graces, 
and to afford protection to the souls and bodies of their 
votaries on Earth. Yet so, in solemn truth, it is ; for if, we turn 
to the Liturgy of the Church of Salisbury, which, immediately 
before the Beformationy was in full and uncenaured communion 
with the Church of Rome, we meet with the following prayers, 
and with others of like import :— 

" Holy Mother of God who hast worthily merited to conceive 
him whom the whole world could not comprehend ; by thy 
pious intervention^ wash away our sins, that so being redeemed 
by thee, we may be able to ascend to the seat of everhistii^ 
glory, where thou abidest with thy Son for ever I " 

* << We command," (says the Bull of Clement III, A. D. 1188) '* We 
command the Angeb that they place the sonk of A. B. and C. D. in Fara- 
dise eremp/ from Pbrgatory.'' " Onr will «nd pleasure is, that the pains of 
HeQ do in noway afflict the soul of E. F.'^ It is thus that the Pope pre- 
sumes upon the power of eanomzing a Saint— H»noniz!ng a human Beingf 
who in his judgment has fitted himself, by his adherence to the saperstitioiis 
rites of his Church, and the promotion of its power here, and by a snffidisnt 
lapse of time kit his soul to pass through Porgatory, for deiflcoHon, 
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" William, thou good Shepherd, Father and Patron of the 
Clergy, cleanse ns in onr agony ; grant us aid ; remove the 
filihiness of our life, and grant the joys of a celestial com- 
munion/' 

" Oh ye 11,000 glorious maids, lilies of Virginity, roses of 
martyrdom, defend me in life by affording to me your assist- 
ance. ** * 

These are awful mockeries, all founded upon the rudiments 
of a gross superstition, and deduced f^m human traditions ; the 
Tain inyentions of erring, though perhaps pious, minds, and in 
no one particular supported either by the sense or warrant of 
written Revektion. 

Again, in this New Edifice springing up before our eyes, (in 
conformity with the order and decree of the Council of Trent,) 
will be agidn and again insisted upon, the Romish doctrine and 
Romish invention of Purgatory ; a place of torment, to which 
every soul, good or bad^ immediately after death must he con- 
signedi unless, by the endurance of penal punishments here, or 
satisfaction by voluntary scourgings of the body, pecuniary 
bounties, severe privations, fastings, the repetition of endless 
Ave Marias, or Pater-nosters, some mitigation of suffering be 
obtained. And though by unfeigned repentance, faith, and 
prayer, God may have been pleased to pardon the sinner, still 
the Romish Churdi holda him in her bonda. She declares that 
soich forgiveness does not inehide the temporary punishment due 
to the sin by which God's anger was provoked ; in short, that 
God'fl fngivenesB is not plenary ; that it extends, indeed, to 
vUimate ^enud salvation, but not to temponny pardon ; for, 
says Bouvier, Bishop of Menz,— -'* Sinners, truly converted, 
ought to endeavour by satisfactions and indulgences, whether 

* Theie prayers, in their Latin original, are given by Bishop Bometi u& 
hU History of the Bcformation. (Vol. U, p* 8, folio.) 
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partial or plenary, to diminish the debt due to divine Justice, or 
to compensate for them entirely in this life/ lest they be sent to 
the prisons of purgatory^ and do not come out thence till they 
have paid the uttermost farthing." What debt is due to diidne 
Justice after God has dispensed pardon^ no man can tell, be- 
cause no man can define what that justice is ; and if such justice 
were to require man to make compensation for this debt to 6od« 
what mortal being could make it ? But, independent of this> the 
expression of not coming out of punishment '* until the last 
farthing" be paid* is admitted to mean, even by the Romish 
Divines, Hell, from whence no one can return, and not Purgct- 
tory, from whence it appears that the RomaniBts can draw whom 
they will. This doctrine of Purgatory is the more alarming and 
frightful, from the Roman Catholic Dr. Milner's account of the 
perfect insufficiency of indulgences to save the penitent from 
this ordeal ; for he says, ** No one can be sure that he has gained 
the entire benefit of an indulgence, although he has performed aU 
the conditions appointed by our Creed; — the Ufe of a Christian 
ought to be a perpetual penance /" The worshippers in this new 
Building, then, will be taught, under the authority of the 
Council of Trent, as they are taught in all other Romish places 
of worship, that penitent and pardoned sinners are still to 
tremble under the apprehension of God's wrath ; — ^that this fear 
is never to be removed ; and, therefore, that they cannot look 
to God as a reconciling and loving Father ; — ^that absolution 
cannot appease the anger of God ;-r-that sacramental satis&ctionB 
cannot assuage it ; — ^that even indulgences are uncertain ; — ^that 
the remainder of their lives must be spent in voluntary penance; 
and that, after all, under the best circumstances, they must be 
subject, for a time, to the torments of Hell! 

Our Church, my Friends, teaches a very opposite doctrine to 
this. In fuU accordance with plain Scriptural declarations, it 
offers peace and consolation to the burdened and oppressed 
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mind of the contrite sinner. "Come," saith our Lord, "come 
unto me all ye tliat labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. — ^Take my yoke upon you, for I am meek and lowly in 
heart, and ye shall y^m;? rest unto your souls, for my yoke is easy 
and my burden is light" Unlike the Romish Yoke, which 
imposes works of satisfaction under uncertain hope ; unlike the 
Romish burden which presses your minds with the assurance of 
excruciating agonies of an unknown Purgatory, — the Church of 
England, with the sanction of Holy Writ, offers you the yoke 
and burden of Christianity which may be worn and Kustained 
under all circumstances, with conscientious ease and satisfaction. 
The great upholder of this doctrine of Purgatory is Bellarmine, 
who brings his proofs in aid of it, chiefly from the apocryphal 
writings. These, supposing them to bear the interpretation he 
has forced upon them, cannot, as I have before shewn, be ad- 
mitted as of any authority in the proof of any article of Faith. 
But as modern supporters of it have been compelled to seek for 
other grounds of defence from those Scriptures which we deem 
authoritative and canonical ; I shall here abridge that refutation 
of their arguments which has just now been so ably furnished 
by an eminent writer of the present day. — "David," say these 
Romanists, "after the commission of his heinous sins, was 
assured by the*prophet Nathan, that God, in consideration of his 
deep penitence and contrition, had put away his sin, — that he 
had forgiven it ; yet, as His divine justice required temporal, 
penal punishment, he was made to suffer it, in the first instance, 
by the death of his infant, and afterwards, by the rebellion and 
wickedness of his sons." But in this view of the case a very 
important difference is overlooked. In the days of David, God 
visibly interfered in the affairs of men : in our days, and under 
another dispensation, his guidance is invisible, so that temporal 
penalties are no longer required. Had the favoured servant of 
God's people been permitted, in his days, to conmiit most 
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grieyotts and scandalous sins^ without any visible signs of God's 
indignation, the most fatal results must have followed, for then, 
the justice of God would have been imputed, and sin would 
have been encouraged. Under the Christian dispensation his 
crime might not have involved such consequences when truly 
repented of. Again, David is adduced as a second instance 
in proof of this doctrine, when he numbered the people ; and 
when, say the Romanists, ^* though God had pardoned his sin. 
He gave him the choice of one out of three evils^ as the after 
punishment of his crime." But we do not loiow that God had 
pardoned his sin, for there is not the least allusion to the 
forgiveness of it, when the penalty was infected. 

Again, in further confirmation of this, Moses is adduced, who 
when he interceded with God not to destroy the whole people on 
account of their crime in adoring the golden calf, God is said to 
have been appeased; yet it was added, *^God saith, nevertheless 
in the day when I visit, I will visit their sin upon than." But 
here, (rod did not forgive the sin of the Israelites; he only com« 
muted the sentence of utter destruction into a chastisement, at 
the intercession of Moses, — the sin was not pardoned. So that 
not one of these cases has reference to die point in question ; 
and the refutation of these, and all other passages from the 
Scriptures, which are thought to favour this fond conceit of a 
Purgatory* is«onduaively obtained by a simple reference to the 
Word of God* which repels all the dark and gloomy apprehen- 
sions that such a doctrine is but too well calculated to create. 
"We receive," continues the »ame able author, "We receive in 
all its length, and breadth, and depth, and height, that promise 
of Scripture — that Hhere is no condemnation to them which are 
in Christ JesusZ-^no condemnation to punishmenti whether 
temporal or eternal. We bdieve, that 'being justified by His 
blood, we shall be swesAfrom wrath through HiiB«'— saved fiom 
His wrath here and hereafter. We are persuaded, that 'God 
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hath not appointed us unto wrath, but to obtain salvation by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake 
or sleep, we shall live together with him,* And hence we believe, 
that the justified souls in Paradise are not subject to the wrath 
of God, but that they are in salvation, BXidare living with Christ; 
and, therefore, we reject with horror the notion that they are 
subjected to the penalties of the second death even for a time. 
We know that God ' has delivered us from the power of dark- 
ness;' that Christ has declared, * He that foUoweth me shall not 
walk in darkness ;' and, therefore, we fear no dark and gloomy 
prison after this life, and no tortures from the inhabitants of 
darkness. We have the promise of God — * I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee ;' and how can we imagine that we shall be 
left to the torments of infernal purgatorial fire ? No : relying 
on Him who has said, 'with everlasting kindness will I have 
mercy on thee,' we rely on His love after the soul and the body 
shall be separated. We believe that if Christ has said — *We 
will come unto him, and make our abode with him/ tortures 
after this life shall not be the lot of those who are glorified by 
the indwelling of Christ. We will, therefore, accept in all its 
fbllness that consolatory declaration — 'Blessed are the dead 
that die in the Lord, from hemeforthi yea, saith the Spirit, that 
they inay rest from their labours, and their works do follow 
them.' How can the Romanists dispose of this multiform voice 
of Scripture proclaiming peace, and rest, and joy to believers 
after this life ? By what authority do they venture to consign 
those to punishment, whom the Scripture pronounces blessed — 
to stft)j6ct those to divine ^M^^tce and wrath, whom the Word of 
God declares the objects of his love ? It is true the Romanists 
explain away these passages. If rewards are promised, they say 
they are promised with a reserve ; if rest and joy be promised, 
they arise only from the cessation of the toils of the present 
life^ and are in some sense or other consistent with a residence. 

F 
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in Purgatory. Nothing iiimposBible to ingenuity: noScrq>tnre 
ifl incapable of perversion by the unstable and unlearned ; but 
notwithstanding all distinctions^ and evasions, and subtleties, 
the meaning of the whole Scripture evidently is, that the justified 
are, after this Hfe, subject -to no torments ; but that they repose 
in peace and joy ; and that they receive an immediate reward."* 
You, my Friends, may, therefore, free your minds from every 
apprehension which this abhorrent doctrine is calculated to 
excite, by the reflection, that the sure warrant and uniform tenor 
of holy canonical Scriptures are directly opposed to it. But 
there is, also, an argument of reason against it, whidi I think 
may deserve your notice. The Romanists hold not only that 
Christ suffered more than it was necessary for him to sufiEbr for 
man^ but that some of the Saints endured more trials and 
sufferings than their innocence required ; and that, therefore, 
their superabundant merits may be passed from their account to 
that of ordinary ChriBtians. These debtor and creditor accounts 
are kept by the Pope, who is not only Accountant and Treasurer 
of the fund, but Distributor of it also. This is the doctrine of 
Works of Supererogation, and you shall see how it agrees with 
the former, of Purgatory. We have just been told that the 
Christian's life must be one of perpetual penance unio the end 
o/ii, as no one can ever be sure that he haa performed all the 
conditions required by the Church for its accomplishment. 
If then there be no certainty in this matter, howcantheBomisb 

* FiJmer's 5th and 6tli Letters to Dr. WlfleBum.— I eonldiviBhniyrsidfln 
to write out from their Bibles the wh(de of ths foUowiiig terta, and thqr 
'would require nothing more to assure them of the fiUaqr of the doctrine of 
Purgatory, nor more to arm them against the assanlte of Bomaniate in any 
contest of argument jxpaa the subject of it, vis r— Rom, viii. 1 ; Bom. v. 9; 
lat Thesa. v. 10; Pa. hccdv. 11 ; Pa. zcni. 10 ; Col. i. 13 ; John viii. 12 ; 
Heb. ziii. 5 ; Iia. liv. 8 1 Johnziv.2S; Phn. i. 21 s Heb. hr. 9 ; ^idom 
iil.l; aadiv.7s Bev.adv.Ui LakeBdii.43. 
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Chureh determme whether any, eyen the best« of its ueiiiben» 
ever completed all its penitential xequiraments ; or that aftar 
enduring Purgatory for a certain number of yean, any one soul 
haa endured all that dmnejuitiee demanded dA penal ffwmhmeni^ 
of which they speak, and becomes fitted for canonization and 
aaintship? All this invcdves difficulties which, I think, you will 
not be able to unravel ; and hence wiU agree with our Chureh 
in judging it better that the scheme of works of supererogation^ 
which was invented in the 13th century after Christ; and that 
of Purgatory, devised in the 15th» were altogether exploded; 
because, as our 22nd article expresses it, they are *' fond thinly 
vainly invented, and grounded upon no warraatrj of Scxipturey 
but rather, repugnant to the word of God.'* 

We law come to the consideration of another point of doctrine 
and praetiee, as inoonmstent and irreconcilable to our reason, as. 
ii is directly adverse to the written word of canonical Scripture;, 
I a^eaa what is called '* the Sacrifice of the Mass.*' 

'^ In addition to hearing the service of €k>d perfevmed in an 
mJoiown and dead language, (a practice strictly prohiinted by 
St. Fan], 1 Cor. xiv. 16) you may in this new Edifice witness 
thai perfonaance of what is called Ma88» and it wiU no donbt 
excite your aurpxiaa to observe a process^ of the oaistence of 
wJbich^ inaChnstian congr^^tioa^ no one could have had the 
sli^^Mst idea from, the written word of Qpd.^ No human being 
caa teU with certainty f loni* whence the word (lilass) came, or 
irhat isita dudvation. The word was never heard of in Europe 
^^tewardathehMte ^dof the 3rd eentury^ aad then it dearly 
had Mt ihomeaJBinft nor did»it describe the oeremfl^t tairii&dit 
ift it applied at pzeaent. That theie may he no nustake aa t» 
whait^oeremomr is* and! how it i» puefonned, Iwill give yoit 
a« «iaet deaeriptlonof i1^ aa k k to be found at the head <4twi^ 
o£the qi^i;ai».iMwl inJheGhiytcr itsetf, of the Koipipa Catholic 
CgQUcfl efTiffiHitc II ia thfire» aaid to be 'atrnKeprvfiiiBihr^ 
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aacrificefor the limng and the dead^ And, 't» the sacrifice of 
the MasSy that same body of Christ is really contained and 
sacrifced, though without any blood being spilt, which He Him- 
self once offered on the altar of the Cross, and which was then 
sacrificed when blood was spilt, ^ It is offered up by the Priest 
alone, the people only looking on, as it is hoped and enjoined, 
with devout affections. And here a very singular circumstance 
occurs, namely, that the Romanists are not content that the 
ceremony should be performed in a dead language, but they 
further order that a part of it shall be repeated in an under 
voice, BO that it may not be distinctly understood : and by a 
Ganon of the Church, they ordain, that whosoever condemns that 
part of the ceremony for being spoken in an under voice, shall 
be accursed. But to return to the Mass itself, as defined above 
— *a bloodless propitiatory sacrifice for the living and the 
dead.' You will immediately, I trust, perceive, that whatever 
may be the meaning of this definition, it is in all its parts 
directly contrary to the written word of God, as contained in 
the New Testament. A sacrifice for the dead ? Why, I thought, 
and so did you think with me, that we were ' to work out our 
own salvation with fear and trembling.' And then, as to the 
living, what need have we of more sacrifices, or more atonements, 
than the propitiatory Sacrifice, the everlasting Atonement for 
the sins of all mankind, which was consununated in the one 
bloody death, by the crucifixion of the Lamb of God? Scripture 
knows nothing of the sacrifice of the Mass, but declares in the 
face of the Church of Rome, and all its Councils, that there can , 
and shall be no other sacrifice but that which has been already 
made. I entreat your attention to the following texts : and if 
you think they are consistent with the daily and ever-recurring 
sacrifice of the Mass, to your own consciences I leave the matter. 
Christ 'who needs not daily, as those High Priests, to offer up 
sacrifices first for his own sins, and then for the people ^ for this 
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he did once, whea he offered up himself.' (Heh. vii. 27.) 'But 
once in the end of the world hath he appeared to take away sin 
hy the sacrifice of himself ; and as it is appointed unto all men 
once to die, so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many/ 
(iv. 27.) I would wish you to attend particularly to the follow- 
ing, though all are explicit enough. * By the which will we are 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all.' (x. 10.) But this Man, after he had offered one 
sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down on the right hand of God.' 
(x. 5.) *For by one offering he hsJih perfected for ever them that 
are sanctified.'" (x. 12.) 

" Thus," my learned friend Aristogeiton concludes — " there 
cannot, indeed, be plainer texts for any thing in the Bible, than 
that this propitiatory sacrifice was not to be repeated." 

With respect to the Sacraments of the Romish Church, they 
are seven in number, and might be extended to more in the 
comprehensive sense in which the term Sacrament is applied to 
them, as religious ordinances, having an eternal rite combined 
with an internal meaning. This word Sacrament does not, 
indeed, occur in Scripture, but like the name Trinity, is used to 
express a doctrine of divine revelation, by a comprehensive and 
single designation. A Sacrament of the Gospel, in the strict 
sense in which it in defined in our formularies, implies an ordi- 
nance specially instituted by Christ Himself having a prescribed 
outward sign or ceremony, accompanied by a special inward and 
spiritual grace. Under this definition, five out of the seven 
Roman Sacraments cannot be ranked. Thus, Confirmation is an 
Apostolical institution, called by St. Paul^ ''the doctrine of 
laying on of hands," (^ci. vi. 2.) but as it was not instituted 
by Christ Himself, it is not admitted by our Church to be a 
Saerament of the Gospel. Nor Holy Orders^ although another 
i^ostolical ordinance, with imposition of hands. Nor Matrimony, 
which "was instituted in the time of man's innocency," though 
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honoured and approved of by Ghriat ; and which, if a Sacxament* 
10 refused to the very Pnesthood who aas^ its aaGrameBtal 
validity. Nor Bxireme Uneiioth, whiek the Bomftiusta. say waa 
intimated by ChriBt, and pubUsied by St. James.; but upon 
reference to that authority (t. 14.) the only text brought to 
suppoyrt the ass^ioa — ^nothing in it will be founds ^Kpon due 
^suuniiiatioii, which can possibly eountenanoe the oonstmetion 
thus forced upon it. The only ordinanees> therefore, that full^ 
answer to the nature and desmption of Gospel Sacraments, are 
thoeie of Baptim» and th^ Ls^rf^ Supper, or Enciami. And 
admitting that there are others which may be taken in a mam 
extennve signification of the wcsd, our Church speaks of these 
t^o only» *'as generally necessary to salvation." These auft 
verily and indeed of the hi^icst impfirt. Tbey were indisputaUgr 
ordained by Christ JSimeei/, and they have this mariced peoali- 
aiity^-^that to the due reception of eadi of thfim, the ontwaard 
and visible sign is a pledge of the inward and spiajtml: gmee^ 
irhich incudes the promise oiforgmneef ^sut: and even nan 
than t)ns»<^th«t such B^/aiihfidfy partake of thanir are inougU 
mfa fthofy ond ofiiuai. eommumm mih. Chriatl It ia^this whtda 
QWfMititiMies their peculiar charaeler and saoredntss^. and which 
eRaiUa them beyond all other aiQiointcd.melins of gmee dispenaft& 

St> F^ti^ ^aind be baptiaftdL every one q£ yooi in thftnavnofi 
JTesufl^ Chiist, j^ the r emim m %f mn^ and ya MU necaim ffa 
tM^C^t:' ^^tt^3a*> AacC njB St. Paul^ ^'AoBoidisg 
te; hk mwigrHe saieA nahjythcttKarisR^ofwgsii^^ 
Wifwing of ^ Hol^ OhasV'' {1Hfyi» m. 5w> Wilk mq^ 
to> ^ Swihmifit^ir^'^'^!^ ¥i.iiQr body,!' mSt «ni lotA^ ^ whida 

vrhibAi w shed ibr ]mu>^-Sio tins in ranconbmace of saitr-lk 
^homtif^ have ledMiyti^nthrongb hia Uoq4 Umf wgmmtm nf 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



49 

fleBh is meat indeed, and my blood is dri&k indeed ; he that 
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood dweUeih in me^ and J> in 
him" (John vi. 58.) Who, then, would presume to lessen the 
high dignity and importance of these Christian ordinances^ so 
strongly insisted upon by our Lord, as the peculiar channel 
through which the high privileges and endowments of the 
Gospel dispensation are promised to be conyeyed to such as, in 
unfeigned sincerity and faith, receive them? 

Without doubt, there are various other means of grace by 
which the Almighty is pleased to convey his favour and love to 
man ; but of all those specially appointed as declared channels 
through which divine privlLeges and communications are con- 
veyed. Prayer, (the holy intercourse between God and man,) and 
especially prayer combined with sacramental dutieSi stands pre- 
eminent : next to this, hearing or reading the Word of God :•— 
then preachin(^, when there are Christian assembliest 

But» here, I must be allowed to make a short digression, 
prompted by the favourable opportunity that offers itself of 
asking, — How are these two sacred ordinances of the Church 
regarded by the generality, even of Churchmen? Alas! how 
many there are who, like NaamaUf the Syrian, when he was 
told by the servant of God to wash in the river Jordan^ that he 
might be deansed fiN>m his leprosy^ refused to use the means 
appointed, easy and simple as they were« because, in hie own 
private Judgment, he deemed others fitter for the purpose. And 
thus it is that so many amongst you, despising what is 
absurdly caUed ''wata4>i4ptism/' turn firom the ordinance wiUi 
indifference and eontampt. Isaytoidlsuch,ascaieof Naamaa's 
wise servants said to his masters— *< Had the Rrophet bid thee 
do some great thing, wouldest thou net have done itt how much 
rather, then, when he saith to thee— wash, and be deanP' 
(2nd Kinge v. 13.) I say that God has chosen to diqiense, and 
to convey the gifts of His Spirit, and remission of sijQt by the 
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instrumentality, and through the medium of water, in baptism ; 
by which the original sinfulness clinging to the corrupt nature 
of man is washed away, and the person, whether child or adult, 
is made clean — is bom again — ^is regenerated! The Jews did 
not hesitate to submit their infants to a severe operation on the 
eighth day from their birth, in compliance with their Law, and 
thus to bring them into Coyenant with God, and to dedicate 
them by this rite to His service ; why, then, should any of you 
refuse to bring your offspring, not only by an easier, but by a 
most interesting ordinance, into Covenant with Christ ? "V^hy 
should you, negligent of the command of your Saviour, keep 
them in a state of unsanctified nature, denying them, not only 
the entrance to Christianity, but debarring them from the 
covenanted blessings which the Gospel annexes to the rite.* 

The Romanists, while they appreciate the high privileges 
which accompany this Sacrament, add others, in conformity 
with the decrees of the Council of Trent ; by which, under the 
subtle policy of appearing kind and liberal to heretics, they 
barter the orthodoxy of their Church for their own temporal 
interest. Their performance of the rite is, in many respects, 
superstitious ; and their notions of its validity, (depending upon 
the intention of him who administers it) is preposterouB in the 
extreme.f But their abuses of the Sacrament do not lessen its 
worth in the estimation of the pious Church-Christian. We 

* The Act for the Registration of Births, Burials, and Marriages has clone 
much to unchristianize the land. Marriage is made a civil contract :— inter- 
ments may be made without a religious service ; — and births, when registered, 
legalize the daim of making' children subjects of a worldly state, without any 
reference to tiieir becoming subjects of a spiritual kingdom, which by Baptism 
they would be made. The one is '' of the Earth, earthy," the other is of 
" the Lord from Heaven." 

t Coonc. of Trent, sec. viii. De defectibos in celebratione missaram 
occorrentibus. 
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admit tkat BaptiBm>^ as explained Und practised by the Roman 
Churoh, makes every subject of it her inalienable slave, and slaves 
they are ; and this it is, that makes so many averse from holding this 
Sacrament in that strong light in which the Church of Christ has 
ever beheld it, lest they should vei^e upon, or fall mto> Popery. 
Our Reformers, who could separate the dross from the ore, — who 
could fearlessly adopt the doctrines held by the Romanists as 
far as they were strictly consonant with the Catholic Church, 
without fear of contagion from their errors ; --^deduced £rom the 
Scriptures and the unvaried practiOe of antiquity, and, therefore, 
maintained, that the remission of oUr sins and the regeneration 
of our souls, are annexed to the baptismal rite, when duly per- 
formed; — a doctrine and a belief, uniformly held for the period 
or the first fifteen centuries qf the Christian JSra. 

It was left for the Divines of Geneva to conceive thitt the 
Catholic Church erred from the beginning, in maintaining^ that 
regeneration was consequent upon the due performance of this 

Sacrament ; denying, on thdur own insufficient authority^ 

that the Spirit of Godi and the remission of sins, are the inward 
graces accompanying the outward and visible sign of water, 'V^th 
the prayer of God's Minister, in the rite of Baptism.* 

It was this that led the Sectaries of all descriptions io rely 
Upon the unhmitod exercise of their private judgment, to deter* 
mine how, or whether at all, they should pay deference to the 

' * It miisi be bdme iii ttind that St. Fetor, on the daj of Pentecost, 
knowing that the gift of the Holy Ghost, which fell npon the disciples of 
Christ in a risible manner, was to enable them to speak with toQgaes, and 
aot to regenerate them, inferred that they ought to be baptized : — *' Can any 
man forbid water,'' said he^ '' that these should not be baptized in the name 
of the tiord which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we ?** (Acts x. 47.) 
He would never have said this, had it not been necessary fbr them to be bom 
of waUr and of the 6pMi, Nor was it until tfier Si. Pdul had been eon- 
nrtid, thai he WM baptist by AlUiita, $tkd his ahrt washed away. 
6 
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fairly interpreted word of God, the voice and practice of anti- 
quity^ and to the clear, strongly, and oft repeated declarations of 
our Church, as expressed throughout her Liturgy. They 
determined against it ; hut, as this determination has no support 
hut fh)m their own authority, it cannot he admitted as of any 
ayail. No : it is by the " laver of regeneration" in Baptism, that 
the sins of the natural man are washed away, and he is clean ; 
but, like all other Christian graces, this may be injured, impaired, 
and lessened. '' These blessings," says Dr. Waterland, *^ may 
be forfeited or finally lost, if a person revolts from Gk)d, either 
for a time or for ever ; and then such a person is no longer in 
a regenerate state, o/ state of sonship with respect to any saving 
effects : but still God's original grant of adoption or sonahip in 
baptism stands in full force, to. take place as often as such 
revolter shall return, and not otherwise : and if he desires to be 
as before, he will not want to be regenerated^ but to be renewed 
or refofmedP And this renewal or renovation is effected by 
these means : — ^That as often as you fall from grace or righteous- 
ness, — as often as you relapse into sin,— behold a Jordan before 
you, opened by the Eucharist, through which you may enter, 
and again be made clean, by participating in this second Sacra- 
ment I The eating of this bread and drinking this wine in true 
faith, — ^repenting of past sins, and resolving upon future amend- 
ment, — ^will assuredly convey the grace of renovation, by the 
forgiveness of past offences, and bringing you again into Com- 
munion with Christ. There is nothing in the bread and wine 
consecrated for this ordinance that has any inherent virtue in 
them ; they are but the outward signs and instruments, — ^the 
means by, and the channel through, which the former grace of 
regeneration is restored and revived. And, as bread and wine 
support and give renewed strength to the natural body, so 
when such elements are consecrated in this ordinance, by the 
word of .prayer through the ministry of God's Priest ; and when 
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eaten and drunk in true faith, they become spiritual food for the 
support and sustenance of the soul; reviying its powers, renoTat- 
ing its condition, filling it with all good and holy desires, 
resolutions, and feelings ; becoming, in a manner, mysterious, 
(and, therefore, not to be explained or comprehended,) the 
very body and blood of Christ ; who, at such times, and on such 
occasions, comes spiritually to dwell in the heart of the faithful 
participant, maldng his abode with him : — and thus it is, that 
** your bodies may become holy and living Temples unto the 
Lord." 

But to return from this digression : — ^You, my Friends, have 
no doubt heard much about the doctrine of Traruubstantiation, 
by which the Romanists understand, that the bread and wine in 
the Eucharist, or Lord's Supper, the moment they are con- 
secrated, become the actual body and bones, the flesh and blood, 
of Christ. Consequently, there are as many distinct bodies 
of Christ, not only in every Eucharist that is celebrated, but in 
every part of every such Eucharist received by each Communicant. 
This, indeed, is an intricacy which the Scriptures give us no clue 
to unravel. It is not only above reason, but contrary to it ; 
and though reason is no sufficient criterion for the exposition of 
revealed but mysterious doctrines, yet when it combines with 
Scripture to shew that the exposition is untenable, we may 
lawfully make use of it. Hardly less surprising is it, that the 
Bomaniflts should conceive that any part of Scripture can sup- 
port them in vdthholding the Cup from the Laity : for, "the 
Cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the 
blood of Christ?" (1st Cor, x. 16.) Our Saviour's words are so 
direcdy contrary to the Romish practice, that no ingenuity can 
evade them — "Drink ye all of this'* — ^for, as this points out 
the very essence of the institution, the blood of the atonement, 
it is of vital importance that each should partake of that, which 
can alone obtain their acceptance and salvation. They who 
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deny the Cup to the people, sin against Gbd's institution ; and 
they that receive not the Cup, are not partakers of the hody and 
blood of Christ. « If either," says Dr. Adam Clarke, *• could 
vdthout mortal prejudice be omitted, it might be the bread; but 
the Cup, as pointing out the blood poured out — the life-^by 
which alone the great sacrificial act is performed, and remission 
of sins procured, is absolutely indispensable. On this ground it 
is demonstrable, that there is not a Priest under Heaven, who 
denies the Cup to the people, that can be said to celebrate the 
Lord's Supper at all ; nor is there one of their votaries that ever 
received the Holy Sacrament. All pretension to this is an 
absolute deceit, so long as the Oup^ the emblem of atoning blood, 
is denied. How strange is it that the very men who plead so 
much for the bare Uteral meaning of ' this is my body* in the 
preceding verse, should deny all meaning to ^drinh ye all of 
this eup,' in the next I"* {Note on Matt. xxvi. 27.) And here I 
might ask, how it came to pass that this doctrine was unknown 
to the Catholic Church for seven hundred years ? We know it 
as an imdisputable fact, that this error was first started in the 
eighth century; and that it was not authoritatively received, 
even by the Roman Church, until the fburth Lateran Council, in 
the year 1215 : and yet it is averred that this Church has ever 
preserved an undeviating unity ! 

With respect to Abaahdim^ as practued by the Boman Church, 
I ahall not enter far into th^ intricate discussion of it» signifi- 
cation, or the extent to which it is carried, beyond asking, 

'tmm . » ■ . m ■ —■ >■»!■ ■! ■■■ i i i i i h i ny ii n i ■ i n 

* SvchistheopiiiiQnofDr.Adam Clarke, and nany theie are nAo kold 
the same ; still, although the administration of the Gap ia an institatte ol 
Christ, and, therefore, the Churdi is in dnty bound to iretapa aad rostofe it ;-— 
although the discontinuance of that rite is sinful and sacrilegious ; yet I va 
not prepared to say that the Sacrament is not a valid Sacrament, and that 
it is not administered to Romanists at all ; because they surely receive a 
SaoramflDt, although a maimed and impeiftct <me. 
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'* Who can forgive sins, but God only V* The Minifiters of the 
Christian Chnrch may pronounce in what cases, and in what 
respect, the Almighty has promised, in His revealed word, to 
forgive sins; and may declare that, in compliance with that holy 
word, such sins are pardoned to the truly contrite and penitent 
nnner:*^that is, they may, in such instances, act ministeriaUy, 
and pronounce amditumaliy, but not judicially y from any power 
inherent in themselves, or connected with their ofSice. The Al* 
mighty alone^ does forgive sins upon unfeigned repentance. He» 
alone, knows every secret of the heart of man, and cannot be 
deceived ; He knows^ therefore, whether the penitence of the 
sinner be assumed, or not. In our Church, as we cannot read 
the heart of man, we tell the sinner that, if his contrition be 
deep and unfeigned, and his promise of amendment, sincere, 
Qod, in such case, has promised his forgiveness ; and he may 
rest assured that, under these circumstances, his pardon is sealed 
in Heaven, through the merits of his Saviour. On the other 
hand, the Romish Church, aiming at the possession of the 
attribute of Divinity, in knowing the secrets of the heart, tells 
its members, that they must each make a general and particular 
confession of their sins to the Priest, and that if the knowledge of 
be any withheld from him, their souls will be devoted to torment 
and perdition. Under these terrors, they think to persuade their 
adherents to reveal every evil imagination of their hearts, and aa 
they are thus enabled " to know what is in man/^ they think 
they canfudiciaUtf, in the place of Ood, pronounce pardon, under 
certain penalties ; which penalties, or penances^ may be miti- 
gated by the purchase of an indulgence, granted by the Pope, 
oat of his Treasury of Works of Supererogation of the Saints* 
Confession of sins is a most imperative injunction of Holy Writ, 
but such confession may be made by each individual in his oiwn 
doset; maybe made by him in secret to his Ood: and into this 
blessed and sforitual intercourse, no mortal has a r^ht to 
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intrude. If his mind be perplexed or grieved^ and he be unable 
from prayer, public worship, or reading God's word, to draw 
consolation to his wounded or oppressed conscience, he is then 
enjoined, by Scripture, to *' tell it to the Church -" that is, to 
his Minister in private, that he may receiye the consolation that 
such spiritual person may impart. If in time of sickness, and 
that sickness be unto death, after receiidng the aid whidi the 
Church, through her Minister, may impart ; having, also, 
through the instrumentality of his hands, received the grace of 
God, which, if faithfuUy taken, accompanies the participation 
of the Eucharist ; he earnestly solicits the Priest to absolve him ; 
then, and not till then, the Priest, as the Minister of God, may 
pronounce and declare God's pardon ; the efficacy of which, 
however, is entirely dependent upon the sincerity of his faith 
and repentance. The obligation to general confession is not 
enjoined by the word of God, but is insisted upon by the 
Romish Church, in order to lead to subsequent absolution, 
which, from being made sacramental, is taken to invest her 
Priests with v^ judicial power of relieving the penitent from sin 
and its punishment. This belief puts, in the place of God, the 
Priest, as pardoning the transgressor ; making such absolu- 
tion an instrument of extensive power in his hands. That the 
Priests hold at their unrestrained command the exiercise of this 
judicial absolution, puts the consciences of the people into th^ 
keeping, and it is used as a chain to bind them to their will, 
when they are so disposed, as, indeed, too often they are ; and 
it becomes a mighty engine, combining civil and political, with 
ecclesiastical and spiritual power. That this assumed judicial 
power of absolution is grossly exercised, is a matter of conmion 
observation and disgust. Amongst innumerable instances of it, 
I will mention only, that the Chapel and Shrine of the Virgin, 
at Loretto, in the very centre of the Popedom, has been for 
years, and continues to be, the resort of multitudes of Pilgrims^ 
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who go thither to rob the Almighty of his worship, and pay it 
to a fictitious (Goddess. Dr. Moore, in his " View of Society 
and manners in Italy/' tells us how the magician's wand is used 
here by the Romish Priests. " In the great Church, which con- 
tains the Holy Chapel, are confessionals, where the Penitents 
from every country of Europe may be confessed in their own 
language. Priests being always in waiting for that purpose : 
each of them has a long white rod in his hand, with which he 
touches the heads of those to whom he thinks it necessary to 
give absolution. They place themselves on their knees, in 
groupes, around the confessional chair ; and when the Holy 
Father has touched their heads with the expiatory rod, they 
retire, freed from the burden of their sins, and with renewed 
courage to begin a fresh account." And yet, against aU these, 
and other weU known practices of a similar nature, the Pope and 
his College of Cardinals, issue no prohibition ; by which it is 
apparent that their Church approves the delusion, or, at least, 
considers the pious fraud too profitable to be relinquished. 

I have already shewn you that the Church of Home claims to 
be the Mother o^all Churchei, and, as such, claims authority 
over all Christendom in Spiritual and Ecclesiastical matters. 
Upon the same ground, she claims the supremacy of the Pope 
above all, other Bishops ; and, therefore, all, of what nation or 
people soever, who do not conform to the doctrines aud discipline 
of her Church, are considered Heretics. We have seen that such 
assumptions are entirely groundless, for the Catholic Church 
of Christ, like the trunk of a magnificent tree, embraces, as its 
branches, all Churches of Christendom, and that of Rome, 
decayed as it is, among the rest; but it gives superiority 
and supremacy to none. For, at the great Council of the 
Christian world assembled at Ephesus, A.D. 431, we find the 
following decrees were passed : — ** l%at the rights of every 
Provinee should be preserved pure tmd inviolate^ which have 
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always belonged to it, according to the usage which has eter 
obtained:' << That Prelates of the Cyprian Churches shaU with- 
out let or hindrance consecrate their own Bishops, and that the 
same rule shall be observed in other Dioceses and Provinces every- 
where, so that no Bishop shall inter/ere in another Prcmnce^ 
which has not from the very first been under himself or hispre^ 
decessorsr TheBe decrees, also, were passed *' for aUL Provinces 
in all future timesJ* If, then, the Romanists, who insist so 
much upon their boasted unity, do not receive and act upon 
these principles, in these days, while they profess to adhere to 
the great Councils of the Frimitiye Church ; their unity is but 
a baseless fabric. 

The authority, then, of the Pbpe, to condenm and torture 
even those within his own Province, whom he considers to be 
heretical, is presumptous and intolerable > but to condemn others 
beyond that Province, is still more presumptuous: for such 
general and unlimited condemnation and punishment are clearly 
beyond the range of his power to exercise. Every separate 
branch of the Catholic Church has authority in itself to define 
its own fedth, and to judge what are the truths of revelation ;— 
to judge whether contiaverted doetrinea are consonant with« 
or contrary to, the Gospel; provided it ordains and decrees 
nothing contrary to the written Word of God. And, in every 
case where its members offend against its discipline or its 
interpretation of doctrine, it has a ri^t to eject them fiom ita 
communion; but with this Umitation its power terminates* 
'^If the Church of England went beyond the simple i^ct o£ 
remmwB those who had violated the terma of communion, it 
would do more than is necessary for its own preservation. Fok 
the welfare of a religioqji society, in things relating to /ai^ 
requires nothing more, than that they who eomteraet it, should 
be made to withdmw from it. There, the jurisdiction of eveiy 
Churchi in matters iff faith, should pease ; aad there^ the juria«> 
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diction of the Established Church, in matters of faith, doea 
cease. In the faith and worship of other societies it does not 
presume to interfere ; but recognizes, to the utmost extent, the 
right of every man to worship God according to his (sincere 
and well-informed) conscience. Nor are even its own members 
compelled to continue members against their will ; though of 
necessity it*requires a compliance with its rules from those who 
dioose to remain in its communion."* 

If either the Anglican, nor any other legitimate branch of the 
Christian Church, has power to force the consciences either of 
its own members, or those of any other community. It cannot 
justly inflict punishment upon offenders against its behef or 
discipline, beyond expulsion from its communion ; and every 
attempt to force back the recusant by any power, but that of 
argument and persuasion, is plainly contrary to the revealed 
written Word of God. But in defiance of this admitted line of 
natural right and justice, the Romish Church asserts her own 
infallibility ; — asserts, that in matters of belief she cannot err ; 
and, as she holds salvation to be confined within her own exclusive 
jurisdiction and prerogative, and that beyond her pale, there is, 
and there can be, no salvation ; so she presumes upon the right 
to direct the consciences of all. If any be so obstinate as to 
refuse, she would compel them to obey her by evei^ species of 
torture to the soul and body, that her ingenuity in cruelty can 
devise. As such compulsion is .for their ultimate benefit, she 
would have her victims believe, that every cruelty so employed 
is extorted from her solicitude for their welfare, and must, 
dierefore, be ascribed to her humanity. But upon such arrogant 
and ambitious pretensions our Church presumes not to act ; — she 
repudiates all claim or pretension to infallibility ; — she does not, 
indeed, believe herself to be mistaken, but admits that she may 

* Bp. Marsh's Comp. View. p. 190. 
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err in matters of faith ; and as she claims^ in common with every 
other Church, and, indeed, in common with every other Sect 
whatever, the right of judging in controverted doctrines, provided 
she adheres to the written Word of God ; so, also, she chdms 
the right to expel from her communion all heretics who deny 
and resist her teaching, or who refuse to conform to her discipline. 
How different is the feeling and the conduct of the Romanists ! 
They fulminate their papal thunders and punishments against 
all who either conscientiously or otherwise differ from them ; for 
they attempt even to exercise a temporal power, by deposing 
temporal Lords in general, and all others in common, who refuse 
to assist them in their tyranny against heretics ; — ^against all 
who refuse their aid to persecute, torture, or to extirpate them 
from the face of the earth. 

" This was the memorable sera,'' says Townsend, in his Preface 
to the Life of Foxe, speaking of the practices of the eleventh 
century: — '"This was the memorable sera, when an Emperor 
stood bare-footed three days and three nights, in the depth of 
winter, to solicit absolution from a deposing Bishop, that he 
might recover the respect even of his domestic servants, as well 
as dominion over his subjects. Here a king was scourged at 
the shrine of a rebellious subject. There a crown was laid at 
the feet of the insolent representative of an usurping Eccle- 
siastic. Here the foot of a Christian Bishop treads on the 
neck of a Sovereign, with the quotation, — 'I will tread on the 
Tiper and the Asp.' There the stirrup of the horse of an 
Ecclesiastic is repeatedly held by Emperors, in token of homage 
to the Civil power ; to one, whose authority was claimed to be 
from God, to rule over the Princes of the Earth.'' — " In England, 
France, Holland, and elsewhere, the supposed crime of heresy 
was to be extinguished by severity, though the definition of the 
crime was altered. Ana-baptists were burnt by Elizabeth, in 
England; Servetus suffered at Geneva; Sect persecuted Sect. 
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The Synod of Dort, the Preshyterians in Scotland, the Independ- 
ents in America, the Puritans, as well as the Episcopalians, in 
England, the Huguenots in France, and the Ana-haptists in 
Munster, were all guilty of many acts which cannot hut he pro- 
nounced cruel and unjustifiahle, according to our present wiser 
and more tolerant opinions ; yet the grand difference between 
these persecutions, and those of the Church of Rome, may be 
found in the total discontinuance of the laws and the principles 
which sanction them, while those of the Church of Rome have 
not yet been rescitided," 

When the disciples of the holy Jesus would have had their 
Master to destroy the Samaritans by lightning from Heaven, 
as heretics and schismatics from the Jewish Church, what was 
His reply ? *' Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of ; the 
Son of Man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them." 
Do Romanists follow this mild and charitable example ? No : 
they punish, they torture, they bum and destroy their fellow 
creatures, after they have anathematized, condemned, and 
sentenced their souls to perdition ; and the laws of their Church 
which enable them to inflict this severity, are> all of them, un- 
repealed, even unto this day ! 

You may perhaps ask, ^' Has not our Church been guilty of 
persecution and bloodshed; and have not other Churches in 
Christendom done the same V I answer, that our Church, in 
blindness and ignorance, has, undoubtedly, in some instances, 
done BO ; but we have gradually discovered the error thus com- 
mitted, and the evil consequent upon it, and have, therefore, as 
gradually retrieved it by repealing every statute that legalized 
tyranny of conscience. Happy is the reflection, that other 
Christian Churches and Communities have done the same;— * 
ALL, save, save only, — the Church of Rome ! 

Thus, while other Countries and States have been gradually ad- 
mitting toleration, the Romish Church, through all ages up to 
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the present time, has admitted no such change or relaxation ; 
for were it to do so, its infallibility would that moment be 
extinguished. Such as it has been, with all its errors, its super- 
stitions, and corruptions, such it continues still. It has admitted 
of no improvement, either from time or circumstances ; from 
more diffused knowledge, or from any higher contagious tone of 
Christian feeling. The principles of the Latin Church have 
been, again and again, declared irrevocable ; and it still per- 
severes in principles which must keep it exclusively Romish. 
Its entire Creed is^ not scriptural, but a mixture of truth and 
superstition, — ^grain, straw, and stubble ; — ^and having, happily, 
placed our own Church out of reach of her errors ; — ^having 
thrown oflf her corruptions, — ^we must leave her in the unenvied 
possession of that delusion in which she continues and seems 
resolved to be enveloped. 

You, my Friends, may be induced to say : — "Are we not to 
hope for better times, and better things ? Are we to abimdon 
the desire that a union, a happy union, may yet, at no distant 
day, be effected between us ? That a reconciliation will ere long 
be brought about, between these two branches of the Church of 
Christ, the true and only Mother of all Churches 1" My reply 
is, — ^much as we may desire it, it appears to be wholy imprac- 
ticable. Only a few years since, the learned and amiable Bishop 
of Aire- offered such a suggestion, by proposing terms and con- 
ditions of peace such, however, as no Protestant could accept ; — 
conditions that would have compromised, on the part of the 
Anglican Church, all its principles ; — conditions that required 
unlimited concession, on the one side, and none at all on the 
other : — namely, that we should submit to every doctrine of his 
Church, upon the understanding that we might freely exercise 
our own discipline ; and he spoke of this arrangement as the 
only one that the Church of Rome could ever propose, for the 
very reaaon that naust ever operate with ours to spurn it. "The 
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principles of the Latin Church," said he, " once defined, are 
irrevocable. She herself is immutable/ chained by bonds, which 
at no future period, can she ever rend assunder :" * — he having 
previously vindicated her idolatry, stigmatized our Reformation, 
eulogized the Eve of Bartholomew, laying the blame of persecu- 
tion upon the persecuted ; having palliated the Inquisition, and 
censured the freedom of religious worship ! No : the thing 
appears to be placed beyond all expectation ; and my own 
perfect conviction, rising above my unfeigned desire, and deep, 
sincere regret, that it will not be otherwise, is precisely that 
which has just been given by two eminent writers, one of whom 
asks, *' How can there be Union with Rome, while Rome remains 
as she is, and we protest against Purgatory, against Pardons, 
against the Worshipping and Adoration as well of Images as of 
Reliques, and also, against Invocation of Saints ; when, while 
we maintain the doctrine of the Real Presence against Ultra- 
Protestants, we, nevertheless, abjure the doctrine of Transub- 
stantiation, and condemn the un-Primitive, un-Catholic, un- 
Scriptural practice of the Romanists, in carrying about, lifting 
up, and worshipping the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ; 
when we declare that, without faith, the Sacrament of the body 
aud blood of Christ cannot be received ; when we insist upon 
Communion in both kinds ; when we assert the liberty of 
Marriage to Bishops, Priests, and Deacons ; when we contend 
for the right of every particular or National Church to ordain, 
change, and abolish those ceremonies and rites of the Church, 
which have been ordained only by man's authority ; when we 
declare that the Bishop of Rome has no authority in this realm 

ofEnghmdrt 

In like manner, the other distinguished writer, in reply to the 
question — " Can there be peace with Rome ?" declares ; — "With 

* DiscuM. Amic. vol. ii. p. 324. t Hook's Serin, on Prov. iv. 25. 
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Rome, as it was, when St. Paul declared that ^ its faith was 
spoken of through the whole world ;' — ^with Rome, a^ it will be, 
when the object of the permission of its fearful power is accom- 
plished by the proyidence of God; — ^when (not the Catholic 
Church of Christ ; not the Scripture ; not the Gospel) but 
when Rome changes. And it will be changed, by the blessing 
of the Almighty, imbuing, in his own good time, the Nations of 
the Earth, with the same conviction with which He has so long 
imbued the mind of England ; that Rome and Christianity are 
not identical — ^when Rome rises from the dust of the errors of 
ages, and puts off the bloody robe of her canonical law, and 
clothes herself in that better robe of righteousness and love, which 
the Father wiU grant to it — then — then, and not till then, there 
may be peace with Rome. But with Borne as it m^— with La- . 
teranized Rome — ^with Tridentine Rome — there can be no peace, 
none — ^none whatever. The severe Canons — ^the unrescinded 
errors — ^ihe usurpations and the demands of Rome, are too 
numerous to allow ns to anticipate peace with Rome as it is. 
But God wiU prove to Rome, in his own time, that the Nations 
of the world will desert it. That civilized man will not endure 
it — ^that it must change, or become obsolete, uninfluential, and 
useless. One lesson, in the mean time, is proved to be tru^ by 
all the history of the past — ^that Rome can never — ^never be 
gained by any concession or conciliation whatever, to change or 
rescind one error, or repeal one decree. It cannot be won by 
sacrifices, — ^it cannot be conquered by war. It can only be 
subdued by the patience of the more spiritual Churches, — by 
reusing submission to its dominion, — by rejecting its errors, — 
by guarding against its decrees, — by persevering in the holy, 
useful, activity of the tongue and pen, to which the Providence 
of God calls us ; until, by the blessing of that same Providence 
upon our humility, zeal, suffering, and enduring, the Priesthood 
of that very Church exclaim of Christian deservmg — "Truly 
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these are the Sons of God!" (Taumsentfs Pre/, te the Life of Fox.) 
But while we see, and are constrained to admit, the utter 
impossihility of any union between the Roman Communion and 
our own, so long as many of her doctrines and most of her 
practices continue what they are ; so long as the Romish Church 
declares herself infallible, and her doctrines and principles 
irrevocable, and no concession of ours can possibly be made 
without involving the truth of God's holy and written revelation: 
yet, all this will not justify a want of Christian charity, where 
both are acting under the unfeigned convictions of a deliberate, 
rational, well informed, and right conscience. All concession, 
however, is out of the question, where religious principles and 
Scripture truths are concerned. These cannot be bent to any 
desires of man, where such desires are in opposition to the 
revealed and written will of God. In matters temporal, it has 
invariably been found that, while concessions to a friend are 
esteemed acts of generosity, those to an enemy are regarded 
as proofs of weakness ; it is, therefore, stiU more evident that 
in matters spiritual, — ^in matters involving scriptural doctrine, 
no such arrangement can, for a moment, be entertained. No, 
indeed ; — ^Argument and Reasoning, devoid of human passion, 
while Rome maintains her complicated corruptions, are the only 
legitimate weapons that can be wielded in this warfare ; and 
they must be directed to shew that no true branch of the Church 
ever has held, or ever can sanction, any but the Canonical Scrip- 
tures, as constituting the only inspired Book of God, and con- 
taining " all things necessary to man's salvation.'* This is the 
only infallible^ Standard of Truth: — this, interpreted in all 
controverted points, by the consentaneous behef and practice of 
Antiquity, is the only banner under which we are bound to 
rank and to fight, contending for the pure Apostolical Faith of 
Christ's Universal Church ; and to this great cause every one 
should devote the utmost energies of his head and heart. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



66 

TliuBy my Friends^ haye I discliarged^ in this instance^ what 
I consider to be my duty, in warning you, in time, against the 
attempts made, and which will be more vigourously exerted, to 
draw you fh>m our Communion to that of the Bomanists ; — 
from what I feel assured to be the true Church of Christ, of 
which ours is a sound, healthy, and prolific branch, to that, 
which, in so many of its parts, b decayed, rotten, and produc- 
tive of unsound fruit. My duty being thus performed, I leave 
you to the discharge of your' s, — ^with the unfeigned prayer, that 
it may please God to direct you, by the guidance of his heavenly 
Spirit, to the *' truth as it is in Christ Jesus ;" and that he may 
evermore keep you firm and steadfast in His Holy Faith, giving 
you a right judgment in all things, that so you may obtain His 
gracious promises, and be made partakers of His Heavenly 
treasures, which are offered to you in that sacred depositary. 
His Holy revealed written Word, which is, ''alone, able to 
make you wise unto salvation." 

I am, my Parishioners and Friends, 

Your faithful and devoted Pastor, 

GEORGE WILKINS. 

Vicarage House, Nottingham, 
January 1, 1842. 
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